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The enemy inside Britain 


earchlight has been working for many years 

inside the most sophisticated and dangerous 

group run in the UK from the Kremlin 

— the Traditional Britain Group (TBG) — 

which receives finances from the Russian 
intelligence agencies. 

As the years have passed, we have named its 
activists. These are often the children of former 
high-ranking members of the old Soviet KBG or, 
more recently, its successor — the Russian military 
intelligence organisation GRU. Searchlight has also 
exposed the Kremlin’s media organisations that work 
around the world. 

The role of these activists has, among other things, 
included arranging for individuals 


with a Russian background to While the governme nt has 


work for Russian media outlets 


rewarded with roles with Katehon, a Russian think- 
tank that claims to be an independent international 
collaboration. Its key players include ultra-nationalist 
financiers and GRU members. 

However, despite the warnings appearing in our 
pages, we have not seen any signs of MI6 taking action. 

Things have changed since Johnson appointed Priti 
Patel to the post of Home Secretary. Before he put 
Patel in charge of the Home Office, senior researchers 
in the ministry would share information across the UK 
intelligence agencies on nazis entering the country. 
Once alerted, the Home Office would move to take 
action to shut down far-right gatherings, such as 
international music events organised in the UK. 

In the past, the Home Office 
also shared any intelligence 
that it had on Polish gangsters 


across the globe and to ensure belate dly moved to act against with nazi connections with its 


they make the right connections 
with those in power. In the case 


Russian oligarchs, the Traditional 


counterpart ministry in Poland. 
This intelligence helped the Polish 


of the UK, they have got close Britain Group has continued to home ministry to detain Polish 


enough to our government for 


nazis and sex traffickers and send 


Prime Minister Boris Johnson enmesh itself with the Kre mlin them to prison. 


to reward one Russian oligarch, 
Evgeny Lebedev, who has control of two UK news 
outlets, with a seat in the House of Lords. 

Their influence has also reached into the upper 
echelons of the UK establishment, making links with 
far-right bodies with roots in the upper class, who have 
hosted celebratory events for individuals with family 
connections to high-ranking ex-KGB and GRU officers. 

While the government has belatedly moved to 
take action against Russian influencers in the UK 
by introducing a raft of sanctions against Russian 
oligarchs, the TBG has continued to enmesh itself with 
the Kremlin through Arktos Publishing, one of the 
largest right-wing international publishing empires. 
TBG members involved with Arktos have also been 
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When our government 
announced its recent raft of actions against Russian 
billionaires with Kremlin connections, we expected 
the intelligence services to have also picked up on 
information about far-right bodies such as the TBG 
with evident connections to the Russian state and 
far right, and to ensure that these groups and their 
leaders were monitored. However, as yet, this has 
not happened, and the TBG and its leaders are being 
allowed to continue their poisonous activities. 

Read all about the work that the TBG has been 
doing over the past few decades for Putin’s Kremlin 
on pages 18-21. @ 


Dr Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up Edited by Gerry Gable 


Lords reject clause 9 of Borders Bill 
and Police Bill ban on noisy protest 


By Cathy Pound 


he nastiest clauses of the wide- 
ranging Nationality and Borders 
Bill were rejected in the House 
of Lords at report stage, with clause 9 
being voted down 209 to 193. This clause 
would have enabled the government 
to strip people of citizenship without 
notifying them, for reasons of national 
security, diplomacy or if it considered 
this to be in the ‘public interest’. 

A further defeat for the government 
came when peers rejected plans set out 
in the Police, Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts Bill to give police powers to shut 
down ‘noisy’ protests. This was the 
second time the Lords threw out these 
powers, voting 208 to 166 against. 

As well as ditching clause 9 of the 
Borders Bill, peers voted 204 to 126 
to reject clause 11, which sought to 
criminalise asylum-seekers who arrive 
by an ‘unauthorised’ route, and to 
introduce a potential penalty of 
4 years’ imprisonment. It would have 
made it impossible for refugees to be 
granted permanent right to remain 


and meant they had to be reassessed at 
regular intervals, with no recourse to 
public funds. 

Lord Alf Dubs pointed out that 
many refugees were simply unable to 
flee persecution and war by so-called 
authorised routes. He said the clause 
‘diminishes this country in the eyes of 
the world’. 


Macron fights off right-wing challengers 
as public backs Ukraine diplomacy moves 


FEARS THAT FRENCH politics will lurch to the 
far right in the imminent presidential elections 
have diminished, as the latest polls before going 
to press show a surge of support to the incumbent 
President Emmanuel Macron. The first round of 
elections takes place on 10 April and the top two 
candidates will face each other on 24 April. 

Early polls suggested that the two far-right 
candidates, Marine le Penn, leader of National 
Rally (Rassemblement National, previously the 
National Front) and Eric Zemmour, an anti- 
immigrant television pundit, were gaining ground 
at the expense of Macron. Zemmour, who formed a 
new party Reconquéte, reached second place in the 
polls last autumn. He has recently been convicted 
of hate speech and his support is falling. 
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As the Russian invasion of Ukraine threatens 
to raise the cost of living, people’s concerns are 
turning away from immigration to food and petrol 
prices and peace. Macron’s initiatives in seeking 
the end of war have garnered him more support. 
Le Penn, running second in the polls, is now 
focusing on the cost of living. Most poll pundits 
predict that Macron will beat Le Penn on 24 April, 
but it still could be a close-run election. 

The left candidate, Jean-Luc Mélenchon, leader 
of La France Insoumise, is running in third place, 
according to some polls, with the traditional 
conservative Valérie Pécresse of Les Républicains 
and Zemmour trailing behind. 

Elections to the National Assembly will take 
place in June. 


However, the Borders Bill has a few 
stages to go. It may be subject to further 
amendments and some of the clauses 
rejected by the Lords could be retained, 
despite some Tory backbenchers 
warning Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
and Home Secretary Priti Patel that 
they risk breaching international 
law and the 1951 UN Convention 
on Refugees. 

The government majority in the 
House of Commons means that Patel’s 
controversial Bill is likely to make its 
way through largely unscathed. This 
will mean that the UK will be among 
countries with the harshest treatment 
of refugees and asylum-seekers. 

The Police Bill had faced similar 
hurdles in the Lords in January when 
14 points were rejected, including 
attempts to curb ‘noisy’ protests and 
peaceful assemblies, but these were 
then reinstated in the Commons in 
February. Peers had also added an 
amendment to classify misogyny as a 
hate crime, but this was rejected by MPs 
before the Bill returned once more to 
the Lords in March. 

@ See also pages 8-9 


Racist convicted of sex 
crimes and faces jail 


A VILE FAR-RIGHT extremist who 
made jokes about the ‘Holohoax’ faces 
jail after being convicted of attempting 
to trick teenage girls to take part in 

a ‘sexperiment’. Simon Sheppard 

(65) was charged with two offences 

of attempting to engage in sexual 
conversation with a child. 

He approached four teenagers, who 
reported the encounters to their parents, 
who then alerted the police. He has 
previously been jailed for distributing 
anti-Semitic and racially inflammatory 
material. In 2008, he attempted to claim 
asylum in the USA under freedom of 
speech laws, but was returned to the UK. 
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No to hate Canada convoy led 
Jails 2s ie BW byright-wing groups 


people joined 
a march to 
mark UN Anti- 
Racism Day on 
19 March in 
London. Stand 
Up To Racism 
also organised 
events in 
Glasgow and 
Cardiff 


CANADA’S SO-CALLED freedom 
convoy, which led to an occupation 
of the country’s capital Ottawa by 
truckers opposed to pandemic health 
precautions, was largely orchestrated 
by a coalition of conspiracy theorists, 
anti-vaxxers and anti-government 
fringe groups. 

The vaccine mandate was introduced 
in February for all truckers crossing the 
Canada-US border. 

Rallies in support of the convoy 
and against mask and vaccine 
mandates included QAnon believers 
and protesters bearing neo-nazi and 
Confederate flags, and sporting anti- 
Semitic symbols. Ottawa residents also 
reported being abused and harassed for 


Pushback policies resultindeathsof = “"™:"" 
19refugees at Greek-Turkishborder  ©&many’snewplan 


to root out extremists 

TWELVE REFUGEES were found dead fence near the Evros river and there 
without their clothes at the Turkish side will be an increased presence of the A TEN-POINT ACTION plan to combat 
of the Greek-Turkish border near Ipsala European Border and Coast Guard far-right extremism has been unveiled 
in February after they crossed the river to and the Greek Coast Guard, who are by the German government. 
Greece and were pushed back to Turkey, increasingly adopting pushback tactics. This includes tightening gun licence 
with seven more subsequently dying. KEERFA and Hepimiz Gdcmeniz checks, disarming a suspected 1,500 
Greece blamed Turkey for the tragedy Irkqiliga Hayir platformu, the anti- extremists, targeting hate speech in 
and Turkey responded that it was ‘false racist movements of Greece and social media and targeting fundraising 
propaganda’. Turkey respectively, condemned their activities, such as merchandise sales, 

Thousands of refugees have found governments actions. Ajoint statement music festivals and martial arts events. 
themselves trapped on the border, and said they wanted ‘[to] open the border There will also be a focus on rooting 
the situation is unlikely to be resolved and [to] transform the Aegean seaintoa out far-right extremists in the security 
soon. Greece plans to extend the border peaceful and safe passage for refugees’. services and other government agencies. 


Carr’s racist Roma and Traveller ‘joke’ sparks protests 


COMEDIAN JIMMY CARR has had a clap, cheer and whistle. A petition set up viral. Cambridge council, which own 
flood of negative press coverage after by The Traveller Movement stated that the venue, lit up the building in green 
making a ‘joke’, which he predicted could _—_Carr’s attempt to claim his comments in solidarity with Gypsy, Roma and 
be ‘career-ending’. He was branded a were ‘educational’ and drew attention to Traveller communities and supported 
racist and Netflix urged to remove the non-Jewish Holocaust deaths were not leaflets being handed out by Stand Up 
offensive material from the recording of credible and merely added further insult. To Racism Cambridge that spoke of 
his live show. The video remains online. Coverage of protests outside his the 500,000 Roma and Sinti who were 
Carr has been forced to give shows began with a small protest by the brutally murdered in the Holocaust at 
assurances to venues on his tour that Luton Roma Support Trust outside the the hands of the Nazis. 
he will not repeat the material, in which Dunstable show. The media then covered Protests have followed at the O2 
he says the murder of ‘gypsies’ in the a much larger protest in Cambridge, centre called by Roma activists and 
Holocaust is not often mentioned with videos of an audience member supported by Stand Up To Racism South 
because people ‘don’t like to talk about talking with a traveller protestor about East London, along with more protests 
the positives’, to which his audience why ‘he couldn’t take a joke’ went in southeast London. 
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Making the law while 


acting above the law 


Cathy Pound shines the spotlight on the Home Secretary's relations with the outgoing 
Met Commissioner, her disregard for the law and her zeal to pass draconian legislation 
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n numerous occasions, 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson has stated that 
he has ‘confidence’ in 
Home Secretary Priti 
Patel, even though any other MP who 
had blundered so many times would 
have long been called upon to resign. 
Likewise, Patel has repeatedly publicly 
expressed ‘confidence’ in Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner Dame Cressida 
Dick. This is despite making clear that 
she was scrutinising Dick’s every move 
in what could only be interpreted as an 
open threat to sack the commissioner. 

Patel is the only person with the 
power to remove police commissioners, 
so when London Mayor Sadiq Khan put 
Met Commissioner Dick ‘on notice’ and 
removed his support for her, Patel did 
not spend any time defending her. She 
did not shed any ‘crocodile tears’ when 
Dick then announced her resignation. 
Patel gave passing thanks to Dame 
Cressida before gleefully setting out 
her recruitment plans. Although her 
previous attempts to sack Dick had been 
blocked, it would seem that these plans 
had been ready for some time. 

Patel seemed angry. Why? The Home 
Secretary’s office claimed she had not 
been informed of key meetings between 
Khan and Dick. However, there is 
speculation that the real reason for her 
anger is the manner of Dick’s departure: 
although she wanted her out, Patel 
wanted to do the sacking herself. We can 
only imagine how furious she must be 
that in the public perception Khan was 
the one to put an end to Dick’s career. 

The fact that Patel has enjoyed such 
unwavering support from the PM has 
led to the supposition that she must hold 
some information on him. So much so 


that his staunch backing for her itself 
became the subject of legal action, 
albeit the judicial review launched 

by public service union FDA in 2021 
failed to find that he had ‘misdirected’ 
himself when he had cleared Patel of 
bullying accusations. 

Johnson was reported to have told 
Conservative MPs to ‘form a square 
around the Prittster’ after he decided, 
against the findings of his adviser on 
ministers’ interests, Sir Alex Allan, 
who subsequently resigned, that the 
Home Secretary had not broken the 
ministerial code. This seems to have 
given Patel carte blanche to continue to 
act with impunity. 


Emboldened 
A Tweet she put out commenting that 
the 39 Vietnamese migrants found dead 
in the back of the lorry in Essex had 
lost their lives ‘at the hands of ruthless 
criminals’ almost scuppered the legal 
process. In October 2020, the criminal 
trial of the four people smugglers 
responsible for the deaths was ongoing 
at the Old Bailey. Her tweet put the trial 
at risk, prompting the judge to advise 
the jury to ignore social media. 

As Home Secretary in charge of 
the police, it seems inconceivable that 
Patel is unaware that the cornerstone 
of the justice system is that people are 
‘innocent until proven guilty’ and that 
interfering with the potential outcome 
of a case amounts to contempt of court. 

It can only be concluded that she 
has felt emboldened to say whatever 
she liked and get away with it. Having 
done it once, she went on to repeat 
the ‘offence’. In September last year, 
she shared a video on Twitter of an 
unknown man being arrested by the 
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Priti smug 
Despite many 
major blunders, 
the Home 
Secretary 
continues to 
enjoy the PM's 
full backing 
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National Crime Agency in Birmingham, 
praising the agency for arresting a ‘vile 
people smuggler’. 

One commentator, David Banks, went 
to the length of copying in the Twitter 
account of the Attorney General, Suella 
Braverman MP, suggesting that she 
have a ‘quiet word’ with Patel about 
contempt of court. Banks, who runs a 
media law consultancy, went on to ask, 
‘if the Home Secretary can’t abide by the 
law, why should anyone else?”. 

At the same time Patel has been 
acting as if she is above the law, she has 
been busy creating laws that, given the 
Tory majority in Parliament, allows her 
to tear up the book and push through 
the most contentious legislation any 
government has had the tenacity to 
attempt to pass. Both the Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts Bill and the 
Nationality and Borders Bill have faced 
criticism from both the Conservative 
and Opposition benches, as well as 
from numerous organisations that have 
repeatedly cautioned against the most 
contentious aspects of both Bills. 

On 17 February, London Assembly 
members voted for the Chair of the 
Assembly and Mayor Sadiq Khan 
to write to Patel ‘to condemn’ the 
Nationality and Borders Bill ‘on behalf 
of Londoners’, adding they believed 
it was a ‘ potentially racist’ piece 
of legislation. Assembly members 
supported the motion 14:8 (with Labour, 
Liberal Democrats and the Green Party 


in favour and Conservatives against). 

The motion stated that, if the Bill 
‘were to become law unamended, two 
in five people from ethnic minority 
backgrounds would become eligible to 
be deprived of their citizenship without 
warning and six million people across 
the UK, a proportion of whom will be 
Londoners, would be at risk of having 
their British nationality revoked’. It 
added it would ‘place Britons of ethnic 
minorities as second-class citizens’ and 
‘echoes the ongoing injustices inflicted 
on the Windrush generation’. 


‘Additional platforms’ 

While the London Assembly voted, 
Armed Forces Minister James Heappey 
confirmed in a radio interview that 
there was another stumbling block 

to Patel’s policy of ‘pushbacks’ for 
refugees intercepted at sea. Political 
pressure, lobbying and a landmark 
legal case brought in an attempt to get 
an injunction against the use of Royal 
Navy ships to carry out pushbacks 

may have failed to date, but Heappey 
informed listeners that Navy ships are 
simply unsuitable for the task as they ‘sit 
too high above the water’ for refugees 
to board. 

He went into considerable detail on 
the need for ‘additional platforms’. “You 
need a very low outboard height in order 
to be able to safely bring people from 
a dinghy into your vessel’. Under the 
new Borders Bill, he said, the point of 


interception of boats would be ‘a point 
of arrest’, which would see not only any 
so-called people smugglers arrested, but 
refugees being charged with attempting 
to enter the country ‘illegally’. 

The Armed Forces Minister stated 
that the government prefers to intercept 
people during the crossing, which is 
why the Navy is looking to purchase 
‘ten of the kind of larger vessels that you 
would use to do the mid-Channel cross- 
decking’. He said he did not want to give 
too much detail of what the Navy was 
looking to procure, joking that it could 
lead to a sudden hike in price. 

He did state that a number of smaller 
vessels would also be needed, at further 
expense, to ‘shadow dinghies to the 
shore’. Official announcements are likely 
to be delayed due to lack of agreement 
within government departments. 


Price hike 
Patel has already spent vast amounts of 


government money trying to overhaul 
the asylum system ahead of the Borders 
Bill, with estimates suggesting that 
implementation of all the changes would 
double the current estimate to £2.7bn. 
Charities supporting refugees estimate 
the controversial plan to send asylum- 
seekers abroad while their applications 
are processed could alone cost £1.4bn. 

In addition, new ‘reception centres’ 
(the alternative to putting migrants 
up in costly hotel accommodation) are 
also still part of the plan to cut costs 
on refugees. But this could cost £717m, 
along with estimated costs of £432m to 
imprison people making the crossings. 
Patel appears to be operating on the 
basis that the unwavering support she 
enjoys from the Prime Minister includes 
full access to the government purse 
strings to underwrite her plans. 

She has been able to place the Tories 
back as the party of law and order, that 
will ‘defend’ our borders and be tough 
on crime. It is concerning that the 
passing of these two Bills could secure a 
further term for the Conservative Party, 
which under its current leadership lays 
claim to ‘getting Brexit done’ and the 
success of Covid-19 vaccination. 

The public may not like Patel, but 
enough people may like what they 
see she is doing and saying. Having 
public support for her hard line on 
immigration is what bolsters Johnson's 
so-called loyalty to the ‘Prittster’. e 
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Racist rally 
fails to live 
up to its 


own hype 


Tommy Robinson's cynical tactic of using 

child sex abuse to draw a crowd was a flop in 
Telford, but anti-racist campaigners should not 
stop exposing his vile ideas, says Paul Sillett 


x-English Defence League 

(EDL) leader, Stephen 

Yaxley-Lennon, aka 

Tommy Robinson, held a 

demonstration in the West 
Midlands town of Telford, in late 
January. This is the most serious far- 
right event of its kind that Robinson 
has led since lockdown. 

He called the ‘protest’ and film 
screening in an effort to incite 
Islamophobia in his latest, cynical 
use of appalling sexual abuse cases. 
Searchlight readers will recall that, 
in 2019, Robinson was given a nine- 
month prison sentence after he was 
found guilty of contempt of court for 
broadcasting reports that encouraged 
vigilante acts and ‘unlawful’ aggression 
against defendants in a sexual 
exploitation trial. He served ten weeks. 

Last summer, Robinson lost heavily 
in the courts after a Syrian refugee 
teenager won a groundbreaking libel 
case against him. Robinson has since 
claimed bankruptcy and creditors 
are chasing him for costs of up to 
£2 million. 
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Despite such setbacks, Robinson has 
plagued Telford, along with sidekicks 
such as ‘Danny Tommo’, or Daniel 
Thomas, who has a conviction for 
attempted armed kidnapping. As with 
a similar event in Salford, Manchester, 
at Media City in 2019, Robinson 
addressed around 1,000 of his 
followers in a car park before showing 
a documentary about child sexual 
exploitation on a big screen. 

He argued that he was speaking up 
for the vulnerable in society. He had 
earlier claimed over Christmas that 
his car had been blown up in a petrol 
bomb attack in the area. There is no 
evidence of this. 


Unimpressive 

For weeks Robinson had shown up 
locally with a gang of thugs, making 
threats and wild, unsubstantiated 
allegations. No one new or especially 
significant in the far right attended 
or spoke at the Telford event. 
Instead, losers such as ex-UKIP 
leader Gerard Batten (remember 
him?), the Islamophobe, For Britain’s 


) 


Mirror, mirror 
Racists, such as 
Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon (above), 
continue to use 
child abuse 

to demonise 
minority ethnic 
communities, 
but they would 
do better to take 
a closer look 

at convicted 
abusers within 
their own ranks 


Anne Marie Waters, and a ludicrous 
character, Danny Roscoe, were the 
so-called main attractions. 

The far-right Hearts of Oak and 
Richard Inman, a bizarre figure from 
Veterans Against Terrorism, which 
has effectively collapsed, also made 
up the unimpressive platform. Roscoe 
appropriated the old anti-fascist 
slogan ‘black & white unite’. (The EDL 
had previously tried this.) This pose 
will convince few, but it is a sign that 
Robinson will use such useful idiots as 
Roscoe (who is BME) for now. 

Despite his bluster, Robinson must 
have been disappointed that his much 
trailed and much hyped (by him) 
return to the streets did not mirror 
previous past audiences or qualitative 
strength. Anti-fascist campaigning 
and internal fissures have whittled 
down his base, along with his lesser 
reach across all the important 
social media platforms. A short march 
from Telford train station to the 
‘venue’ saw half-hearted chants for 
Robinson, led by Thomas. They soon 
petered out. 
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Robinson and Thomas had 
promised thousands — they had 
foolishly believed their own hype. 
Telford was not a flop for Robinson, 
but this was a national demonstration, 
with no football games and potential 
support, so no great leap forward. If 
the aim was to appear serious and 
unlike his past wild days, Robinson’s 
persistent swearing showed his true 
character and his aggressive racism. 

This was not at all like the 
15,000-strong demonstration for 
Robinson, in the summer of 2018. He 
has not scaled such heights since and 
has been ground down, partly through 
his own stupidity and his own ego. 
However, far-right, ex-Trump chief 
strategist Steve Bannon still courts 
Robinson, which shows how useful 
the latter can be to the international 
extreme right. 


Anti-racist action 

Opposing Robinson was a regional 
demonstration fronted by Stand Up 

To Racism, Unite against Fascism 

and Shropshire and Telford TUC. 
Around 250 marched and took part in 
a rally, and were joined by a number of 
young Muslims. 

David Lawrence, of Shropshire 
and Telford TUC, said: ‘We are here 
saying that we reject the words of 
Robinson and to stop the division of 
our communities.’ 

Movingly, historian Louise 
Raw spoke and read out a victim’s 
words in opposition to Robinson. 
She chronicled fascist, child abuse 
offenders. The statement read: 

‘As a victim of child sexual abuse, 

I condemn without qualification 

all sexual assaults of anyone, by 

anyone, of any race/religion. 

I and other victims are angry 

and distressed by the cynical 

weaponisation, of the very real 

grooming gang problem, by far- 
right misogynists with no genuine 
concern but to exploit pain and 
suffering of victims for financial 
gain and... racism.’ 


Convictions 

At least 63 far-right men — an 
astonishing number given the small 
membership of far-right groups — 
have been convicted of child rape, 
sexual offences and a child’s murder. 
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At least 63 far right men —- an astonishing 
number given the small membership of far right 
groups — have been convicted of child rape, sexual 


offences anda child’s murder 


They include so many of Robinson’s 

former associates that it is tempting 

to conclude his EDL was one of the 

biggest grooming gangs the country 

has seen. Two merit a mention: 

® Billy Charlton: an EDL colleague 
who spoke alongside Robinson, was 
recently convicted of sharing, with 
47 people, an image of a young boy 
being forced into sex with an animal 

® Richard Price: an EDL organiser, 
was placed on the sex offenders’ 
register for downloading indecent 
images of children. Robinson called 
for his release from prison after 
Price was known to have been put 
on the register. The EDL called Price 
a ‘hero’. 


Real agenda 

The rally listened as Raw read out 

another victim's words: 
‘As a survivor of grooming and 
trafficking, it concerns me greatly 
to see vulnerable victims, who 
are usually new to talking about 
their trauma, being honed in 
on by far-right, hate-filled, ego- 


TommyRobinson1 © @TommyRobinson! «Mim 
The absolute state of the far left woke pro child raping scumbags 
hiding behind ‘anti racism’. 


Man pictured waving to someone is now a Hitler living scumbag. 


Fucking commie scum sucking bellends. 


Great turnout today in Telford you pro paedophile SCUMBAGSI!! 


driven personalities. These 
people have ... no interest in 
helping survivors, they just use 
them to push an agenda that says 
grooming gangs are a Muslim 
problem ... Grooming gangs are 
a predator problem. 

‘If they care about survivors, 
why aren’t they looking at the 
bigger picture? Because it’s not 
about survivors, it’s about creating 
a divide, it’s about hate. Please 
listen to survivors. Not men who 
haven't experienced trafficking. Men 
who make money from survivors. 
Men who risk ruining trials of 
child rapists. 

‘Men who don’t give a damn about 
victims unless rapists are a religion/ 
race that suits their real agenda.’ 


Anti-vaxxers 
Robinson did attract a number 
of anti-vaxxer campaigners and 
QAnon adherents (Searchlight has 
previously reported on the links 
that some anti-vaxxers have been 
making with the extreme right). The 
so-called newspaper The Light, an 
anti-lockdown conspiracist outlet 
that draws together anti-vaxxers, 
later praised Robinson’s Telford 
appearance. This is significant, 
because it shows the growing audience 
for far-right ideas, which first emerged 
around the time of the early, anti- 
lockdown protests, and the hardening 
up of a large section of anti-vaxxers. 

At the rally, Robinson was angered 
by a banner-drop stunt carried out 
by the nazis of Patriotic Alternative 
and publicly threatened them online. 
The claimed 100-strong security force 
of Alpha Men [sic] and ex-soldiers 
was in scant evidence and Patriotic 
Alternative members were not rushed 
away by any stewards, such as they 
were. Indeed stewarding, unlike in the 
EDL days, was relatively small. 

The Voice of Wales sect, exposed 
by anti-fascists locally as Proud Boys’ 
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supporters who have links to various 
thugs, also sent a small delegation. 

An image of the neo-nazi football 
gang, the Chelsea Headhunters, doing 
the Nazi sieg heil salute saw Robinson 
take to social media. Possibly realising 
the damage that attendance by 
Patriotic Alternative members and by 
other nazis could do to the credibility 
of his gathering, he claimed the salutes 
were merely ‘waving’. 

A handful of so-called protesters, 
attached to the ludicrous, but vile, 

Pie and Mash gang, threatened the 
anti-fascist demonstrators but, like the 
Headhunters, they stopped when they 
realised that the anti-fascists, along 
with the Muslim young men taking 
part in the counter-protest, were 

not intimidated. 

Robinson was uncharateristically 
quiet online following the Telford 
event, a further possible indication of 
the realisation that it was not ‘the big 
one’. He posted a panicked message 
asking followers to ‘bombard the 
High Court’s phone lines’ in protest 
at his conviction for libelling the 
Syrian refugee. Robinson may be 
a political bankrupt, but the High 
Court is set to hear the reality of 
Robinson’s argument that he is broke. 
The awareness that he cannot escape 
legal judgement may lie heavy on 
his mind. 


Deserted 
Telford showed that Robinson is again 
at a crossroads. Many former allies 
have deserted him: there were few 
in attendance from the Democratic 
Football Lads Alliance (DFLA) in 
Telford and few from any football 
firms, which had previously been 
central to his support. 

At times during the long event 
in Telford, Robinson cut a near- 
hysterical figure. His reach is still the 
largest of the far right on the streets in 
Britain and no other sect has anything 
like his pull online, despite him being 
de-platformed on social media. 

Robinson has increasingly echoed 
anti-vaxx, far-right conspiracies and 
it is of concern that, within these 
groups, he is being seen as someone to 
support. The scale of the cost-of-living 
crisis will present opportunities for 
both Robinson and far-right populists 
’ like former UKIP leader Nigel Farage. 


12 | Searchlight 


The crowd in Telford was not 
a homogeneous group, although 
common far-right themes united 
many. There were some, rightly angry 
at both the occurrence of abuse and 
the failure by those in authority to 
treat victims with respect and to 
punish the guilty. 

As Searchlight readers know, the 
more these people attend Robinson 
events, the more his pernicious ideas 
can lead them down poisonous rabbit 
holes. The terrorist who targeted 
worshippers leaving Ramadan prayers 
outside Finsbury Park Mosque, killing 
one and injuring nine others, in June 
2017, is one such example. 

Batten’s attendance was a reminder 
that, as UKIP leader, his lash-up with 
Robinson was an attempt at the classic 
fascist tactic of pursuing electoral and 
street-based advances. However, for 


Telford says no 


Stand Up To 
Racism, Unite 
against Fascism 
and Shropshire 
and Telford 
Trades Union 
Council turned 
out in force 
(top) to oppose 
Robinson's 
sparsely 
attended event 
(above) 


various reasons, not least the presence 
of the anti-fascist opposition on the 
streets, and Robinson’s failure to get 
elected to the European Parliament, 
these ambitions have been curtailed. 

Robinson was clearly embarrassed 
when For Britain’s Waters tried to 
drum up support to raise money to 
get her elected to Westminster. Her 
speech was so Islamophobic that it 
was reported to the police by one 
Muslim group. The current tensions 
in For Britain were evident, in that 
key activists such as Eddy Butler 
were absent. 

It is long established that far-right 
street movements can quickly rise 
— and anti-fascists must do more 
than simply keep a watching brief 
over Robinson’s acts. His audience in 
Telford for the most part has gorged on 
online conspiracies, many fostered by 
far-right groups and individuals. 

The presence of a few ex-members 
of banned nazi terror group National 
Action was no accident. In the pool 
of hate propagated by Robinson 
swim sharks such as Patriotic 
Alternative, which are looking 
for recruits. However, his base is 
still broadly disaffected working 
people, with individuals such as 
Batten not representative of the foot 
soldiers whom Robinson wishes to 
bring together. 

Robinson’s movement, unlike 
counterparts across Europe, lacks 
intellectuals (Bannon aside) who 
can help effectively build a cadre of 
support. The London Forum could 
have been important, but due to its 
disintegration and lockdown nothing 
has taken its place. That the likes of “ 
Thomas are key advisers says much. 
Robinson is down but not out — again. 

He remains a conduit for extreme 
right sects and individuals. The work 
of anti-fascists in continuing to expose 
his bile and organising continues to 

be essential. He is not going away — 
and Thomas has threatened a return 
to Telford. 

For now, Robinson is boxed in. 

However, this may not last. ® 


Robinson has increasingly echoed anti-vaxx, far-right 
conspiracies and it is of concern that, within these 
groups, he is being seen as someone to support 
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California county face-off: 
militias v Republicans 


Within Democratic California there are areas where the battle is on to oust 
Republicans by even more far-right secessionist anti-vaxxers. Leonard Zeskind 


nlike the Democratic 
character of Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, Shasta 
County, California, has 
been Republican Party 
territory since 1980, when Ronald 
Reagan won the presidency. Donald 
Trump took 65% of the vote (60,789) 
in the 2020 presidential election, with 
Joe Biden taking 32% (30,000). That is 
two-to-one Republican. 

The county’s chief city, Redding, 
is marked by hate crimes. ‘In the 
first two decades of the 21st century, 
Redding’s hate crime index was four 
times that of California, according to 
Shawn Shwaller, a history professor at 
California State College at Chico. 

The 21 counties of northern 
California, including Shasta County, 
sprouted a secessionist movement 
more than ten years ago. They called 
themselves The State of Jefferson. They 
sought to end the rule of law in the state, 
as they called for independence from the 
state government’s ‘master-slave’ rule. 
‘Teaching white children to be ashamed 
of their race is systemic racism, said 
Sally Rapoza, director of social media 
for the State of Jefferson. 

On the other hand, Leonard Moty 
was cut in the county’s image, or so 
he thought. A long-running county 
Supervisor, he'd had a stint as police 
chief and was a fiscal conservative 
— and, while he is not a gun nut, he 
purportedly supports the Second 
Amendment, which allows Americans to 
have guns in their homes. Significantly, 
he did not oppose the state governor's 
vaccine mandates and mask rules. 

However, the local militia groups did 
oppose the governor’s mandates. They 
mobilised, like many militia groups in 
the western states of California, under 
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slogans for ‘freedom’, and against public 
health measures to curtail the spread of 
Covid-19. 

In Placerville (in another northern 
county), there were Proud Boys. Across 
northern California, there was the 
Jefferson State Militia: James Mark, 
of City of Shasta Lake (Shasta County), 
is its most vocal member. In the small 
town of Cottonwood (Shasta County), 
there are about 50 active members of 
the Cottonwood Militia, with a slightly 
larger Community Watch group. 

Then there is a California State 
Militia, which has a heavy concentration 
in Shasta County. It has about 800 
active members scattered across the 
state, according to one of its members, 
and an equal number of inactive 
members. One of the most visible 
militiamen is Woody Clendenen, who 
owns a barbershop in Cottonville, where 
he sports the Confederate battle flag 
on the wall. 

The turning point was on 5 January, 
2021, one day before the siege on the 
Capitol in Washington DC, when militia 
members pounced on a meeting of 
Shasta County Board of Supervisors. 
They were there, ostensibly, to protest 
against the state’s Covid-19 restrictions 


Ultra-right cuts 


In Cottonville, 
Shasta County, 
local militia 
leader Woody 
Clendenen’s 
barbershop is 
home to the 
political right 


(masks, vaccinations). One militiaman 
told the gathering: ‘When the ballot 
box is gone, there is only the cartridge 
box. You have made bullets expensive. 
But, luckily for you, ropes are reusable,’ 
according to reporter Luke Goldstein. 

The militiamen were now in 
opposition to Republican Party regulars. 

On May 4, militia member Carlos 
Zapata and two others started a fight 
with local restaurant worker Nathan 
Pinkney, who had satirised the ultra- 
right politics of Zapata. Pinkney was 
a Black Lives Matter activist, who was 
found guilty of ‘disturbing the peace by 
fighting’ on 6 October. He was sentenced 
to one year’s probation and five days’ 
community service. 

At a previous Board of Supervisors 
meeting, Zapata had told the board: ‘’m 
telling you what I will do to save this 
country. If it has to be against our own 
citizens, it will happen, and there are a 
million people like me.’ 

Signatures were collected to re-call 
Supervisor Moty. Although the militia 
was local, the ‘Recall Shasta’ political 
action committee received $450,000 
from film producer Reverge Anselmo in 
Connecticut. Television and radio ads 
against Moty appeared. He was deposed 
at a re-call election on 1 February 
2022, which put the militia in charge of 
the county. 

For two years, the Institute for 
Research and Education on Human 
Rights has been reporting on how the 
anti-mask, anti-vaccine sentiment has 
helped the growth of the far right. Now 
it has led to a takeover in a county. Will 
the country go next November? & 


Leonard Zeskind is president of the 
Institute for Research and Education 
on Human Rights. See www. irehrorg 
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ungary will hold its 

parliamentary elections 

on the 3 April 2022, the 

results of which will be 

known after Searchlight 
goes to press. Much is at stake, and no one 
should underestimate their importance. 

Since winning a landslide election in 
2010, Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban and his right-wing populist party 
Fidesz have pursued an authoritarian 
agenda, one that has transformed 
Hungary into a self-styled ‘illiberal 
democracy’. His almost total control of 
the country’s media outlets, judiciary 
and civil society has significantly 
weakened the opposition. The pretence of 
democracy is so undermined that a team 
from the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe will be present 
to monitor the elections. 

Orban has implemented some of the 
most extreme policies against minorities 
seen in Europe, using anti-Semitism 
and anti-Roma racism to bolster his 
popularity. He spearheaded the campaign 
against migrants in 2015, building a 
wall on Hungary's southern borders and 
endorsed violent actions by the police 
and military against those fleeing war 
and poverty. In 2017, he sent a bill to 
the European Union claiming it should 
repay Hungary for ‘protecting all the 
citizens of Europe from the flood of 
illegal immigrants’. 

Another major element of Orban’s 
social agenda has been his ‘defence of the 
family’ and opposition to so-called LGBT 
ideology. Over the past year, the Fidesz 
government passed legislation redefining 
the constitution to state that marriage is 
a ‘union between a man and a woman’ 
only, it has banned the promotion of 
LGBT+ rights in schools, limited adoption 
rights for LGBT+ couples, and refused to 
recognise transgender people. 


The opposition 
After 12 years in power Orban is facing his 
most serious electoral challenge from an 
alliance of six opposition parties — United 
for Hungary (see table). If the polls are 
correct, it is going to be a close race. 
The coalition represents all the major 
opposition parties, ranging from the 
social democratic left to the far right. 
There are two key reasons why this 
coalition developed. The first was the 
co-ordination between the parties during 
anti-government protests in 2018-19, 
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Can Hungary 
ditch Orban? 


As Searchlight went to press, the country was about to hold elections, 
with polls showing the anti-Fidesz coalition neck and neck with the 
far-right party. Martin Smith wonders if they can tip the balance 


when tens of thousands of people took 
to the streets as part of the OG1 [Orban 
the number one wanker] campaign. The 
second, and the biggest factor, has been 
the inability of any single party to offer a 
serious electoral opposition to Fidesz. 

There are two electoral parts to the 
parliamentary (Assembly) elections. Out 
of 199 deputies, 106 represent electoral 
constituencies, the remaining 93 are 
elected via a proportional list system. 
The Prime Minister is then elected by 
members of the Assembly. 

The United for Hungary coalition is 
led by an independent conservative Péter 
Marki-Zay, who has no party to back 
him and no social weight in the coalition. 
Political commentators suggest that he 
will be replaced if the coalition wins. The 
six parties have not merged — their goal 
is ‘to create a lasting liveable Hungary 
where differences can be discussed and 
managed’. Apart from this declaration, 
the six parties have not agreed on a 
minimal electoral manifesto. The DK 


and Jobbik (see table) are the main 
benefactors of the coalition, obtaining the 
most constituency candidates. 

Many Searchlight readers may be 
surprised to see Jobbik included in the 
coalition. Until recently, this was a nazi- 
type party that had its own paramilitary 
formations — the Magyar Garda. 
Currently, it is the second biggest party in 
the Hungarian Parliament. Since 2014, it 
has undergone a modernisation process, 
watering down its more extreme policies 
and has disbanded the Magyar Garda. 
Only time will tell if this is a genuine 
transformation or a move made for 
temporary political expediency. 

The Jobbik breakaway party, Our 
Homeland Movement, is contesting the 
election in its own right. This breakaway 
group’s votes are drawn from the most 
extreme neo-nazi groups and disaffected 
Jobbik supporters. Currently it is on 
3% of the projected vote and could gain 
a seat or two. 

The strength of the United for Hungary 
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Toxic ties 

Far left, Hungarian 
Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban 

met with Russian 
President Vladimir 
Putin in February 
but the subsequent 
invasion of Ukraine 
has created major 
problems for the 
right globally. Left, 
the campaign to 
rid Hungary of 
Orban and his 
repressive policies 


coalition is obvious and its joint electoral 
campaign could maximise the potential 
anti-Fidesz vote. However, the down 
side is that, apart from its opposition 

to Orban, the coalition does not share a 
common political programme and it is 
very unstable. 


Ukraine 

The invasion of Ukraine has sent 
shockwaves through Europe, no more so 
than in countries formerly under Soviet 
domination. The invasion has ignited a 
wave of revulsion with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. 

In recent years, inspired by Putin’s 
authoritarian leadership and conservative 
social policies, a significant number of 
far-right parties and individuals have 
dropped their historic hostility to the 
Russian state and developed closer ties 
with Putin. The invasion of Ukraine and 
their ties to Putin have created major 
problems for leading far-right figures such 
as ex-US President Donald Trump and 
French racist National Rally party leader 
Marine Le Pen, who have seen their poll 
ratings drop in the immediate aftermath 
of the invasion. 

Orban has also developed close ties 
with the Russian leader. In order to 
undercut Hungary’s economic reliance on 
Europe, Orban has attempted to cultivate 
economic ties with Putin’s Russia. The 
invasion of Ukraine has had a severe 
impact on the Hungarian economy. The 
Financial Times reported that the forint 
and the stock market fell sharply on the 
first day of the invasion’. 

This relationship with Putin and the 
Ukraine crisis have the potential to sink 
Orban. To minimise this political damage, 
he has moved fast to distance himself 


from the Russian president. Before the 
invasion, he visited Putin to persuade 

him not to invade the Ukraine, presenting 
himself both as opponent of the invasion 
and serious statesman. Since the invasion, 
he has supported the West’s call for 
sanctions — this shrewd political operator 
may have done just enough to manoeuvre 
himself and Fidesz out of a politically 
damaging relationship with Putin. 

As stated earlier, the Fidesz 
government has waged war on migrants 
fleeing war and economic hardship from 
parts of Africa, the Middle East and 
Asia. As Searchlight went to press, over. 
305,000 Ukrainian refugees had found 
sanctuary in Hungary. While in no way 
belittling the heroic and generous efforts 
of ordinary Hungarians to help them, the 
hypocrisy of Orban’s government knows 
no bounds. While it has greeted Ukrainian 
refugees with compassion, it used water 
cannon and truncheons, as well as 
building walls, to deny entry to people 
whose skins were of a different colour 
and their religion of a different type. 


Europe's far-right talisman 
The outcome of the Hungarian elections 
will be of great importance to the far right 
internationally. Since Trump lost the US 
presidential election in 2020, Orban has 
become a talisman for the far right across 
the globe. Nobody should underestimate 
his policies on migrants, Europe, race and 
LGBT+ ‘ideology’, which have shaped 

the political strategies adopted by other 
far-right parties, such as the Poland’s Law 
and Justice Party (PiS). 

Perhaps more significant has been 
Orban’s attempts to create a new 
European-wide far-right alliance. He is 
currently involved in negotiations with the 


Hungarian elections: the state of the parties, 2018 versus 2022 


Other 


Ideology 


Far right 


Green 
Green/Liberal 
Liberal 
Liberal 


NB Figures correct as Searchlight went to press 
Source: Politico (https://www.politico.eu/%20%20europe-poll-of-polls/hungary) 
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Social democratic 


Right-wing populist 


Christian democratic 


2018 results 2022 poll of polls 
49.3% 50% 
19.1% 
11.9% 
44% 
7.1% 
5.4% 
3.1% 
1.7% 5% 


PiS, Matteo Salvini’s Lega from Italy and 
Le Pen’s National Rally. This potentially 
powerful bloc is hammering out a political 
platform that includes co-ordinating 
campaigning, protecting Europe’s roots 
against ‘soulless multiculturalism’, 
stemming migration and defending 
‘family’ values. If this alliance were to 
come to fruition and joined by parties 
such as Germany’s Alternative for 
Deutschland, it would be the second 
biggest bloc in the European Parliament. 

Hungary is also the port of call of 
far-right leaders across the globe. Le 
Pen met Orban in January 2022. A few 
weeks later, Fidesz minister Gergely 
Gulyas encouraged Hungarian banks to 
lend Le Pen $12 million to finance her 
presidential election campaign. As already 
stated, Orban met Putin in February to 
discuss ‘areas of joint co-operation’, as 
well as the situation in Ukraine. 

This was followed by what the 
Hungarian Fidesz-owned press described 
as a ‘historic diplomatic event’ — the visit 
of far-right populist Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro to Budapest, for bilateral 
talks with Orban. In a joint statement they 
announced they shared a ‘conservative 
approach on issues such as migration, 
Christianity and family values’. After 
the visit, Bolsonaro travelled to Russia 
to meet Putin. Fidesz also then formally 
invited Trump to meet with Orban. 

All this recent activity demonstrates 
that Orban and Fidesz are at the heart of a 
spider’s web that connects the various and 
nefarious far-right and populist groups 
across Europe and the globe. 


Conclusion 

Hungary is at a crossroads, despite all 

the problems with United for Hungary, 

of which there are many. Were it to 
outperform Orban at the polls on 3 April, 
this would be a defeat of earthquake 
magnitude for the far right in Hungary — 
it would equally be a major setback for the 
international far right. However, a new set 
of problems would emerge. 

If the opinion polls have been correct, 
however, Orban will win the election with 
a much-reduced majority. At his election 
rallies Orban is asking for eight more 
years to accomplish his agenda. This 
means further undermining democracy, 
trampling on human rights and civil 
liberties, and rebuilding the far right 
internationally in his image. That is truly 
a terrifying prospect. @ 
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A tangled web of fascists, 
fugitives and secret ops 


The trial and investigation into the 1980 Bologna bombing has unearthed unholy 
alliances and revealed that those involved in the terrorist atrocity were not the first 
fascists to arrive in London to escape justice. Alfio Bernabei reports 


t wasn’t exactly a complaint, but 
the tone of Umberto Palma’s 
remark a few months ago in the 
Bologna courtroom — where a 
hearing was taking place over the 
renewed investigations into the 1980 
fascist attack at the railway station that 
killed 85 people — indicated more than 
just disappointment. ‘We wrote to the 
British authorities a year ago, but we 
still haven’t received a reply, he said. 
Palma is the public prosecutor who, 
alongside a number of lawyers, has been 
acting on behalf of the families of the 
victims who continue to seek the truth 
behind the attack that also killed two 
Britons. Catherine Mitchell and John 
Kolpinski were a young couple who 
were passing through the station when 
the explosion occurred. 
Palma did not specify what he meant 
by ‘British authorities’, except that 
he used the term rogatoria, which 
translates as a request from one court 
of law to another court of law. He was 
understood to refer to an inquest held in 
London, which had attempted to shed 
light into the killing of Italian Sergio 
Vaccari in a flat near Holland Park. He 
was tortured to death in 1982, but those 
responsible were never found. The case 
was quickly forgotten. 
Forty years on, any further 
information about unspecified items 
of value that Vaccari kept in a safe is 
still considered relevant. Vaccari was 
mingling with Italian fascists in London 
and is thought to have been part of the 
team that killed banker Roberto Calvi 
in 1982. A crucial document that has 
emerged has been taken as proof that 
money originating from Calvi’s bank, 
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which also dealt with Vatican finances, 
was used to pay the terrorists who 
planted the bomb in Bologna. 

Vaccari is a piece of a larger puzzle. 
He was part of the still mysterious 
arrangement that, in the years of 
the so-called ‘strategy of tension’, 
the period of violent unrest between 
1968 and 1982 during which Italy 
suffered numerous terrorist attacks by 
both the left and the right, allowed a 
considerable number of Italian fascists, 
mafia gangsters and fugitives from 
justice to cross the Channel and find a 
safe haven in the UK. 

Some of these fugitives were found 
variously entangled in activities linked 
to the then secret network Operation 
Gladio, or Stay Behind, and so needed 
to flee Italy. According to some reports, 
this clandestine Gladio organisation 
was originally created by Britain way 
back in January 1949 to resist a threat 
from communist Russia. 

A former terrorist-turned-credible- 
historian, Vincenzo Vinciguerra, who 
testified during the recent hearings 
in Bologna, put it starkly. Pointing to 
the case of a member of the fascist 
Avanguardia Nazionale, Mario Ricci, 
who worked in London under the 
cover of a travel company, he said: “The 
United Kingdom was the place where 


It was during the 1970s that a 
number of Italian antiquarians, 
criminals on the run and shady 
figures with links to the far 
right, converged on London 


the SID (Servizio Informazioni Difesa, 
the Italian secret service of the Ministry 
of Defence set up in 1965) sent the 
fugitives from justice (latitanti) who 
needed to be protected.’ 

If, until recently, the narrative 
of Italian fascists seeking refuge in 
London has focused solely on the 
arrival of those fleeing Italy soon after 
the Bologna outrage, these recent court 
hearings have helped to understand 
that it had all started much earlier. 


Fugitives 

Let us leave aside speculations 

that Hubert Howard, of the British 
Psychological Warfare Branch (PWB) 
during the Second Word War who had 
settled in Italy, may have had something 
to do with a Rome-London link of 
Gladio. Let us also leave aside the 

issue that Italian president Giuseppe 
Saragat (1964-1971) and the British 
secret service, as suggested by historian 
Miguel Gotor, had ‘endorsed the 
strategy of tension’ from the beginning 
(December 1969). What still remains is 
the fact that one of the key protagonists 
of that strategy, Fabio De Felice, 

sought refuge in London soon after 

the attempted coup d‘tat led by Prince 
Valerio Borghese during the night of 7-8 
December 1970. 

It is also a fact that Italian members 
of the Gladio/Stay Behind organisation 
have admitted taking part in military 
training in the UK. 

De Felice, a history professor and 
fascist intellectual who edited the 
magazine Politics and Strategy, 
has been described as a kind of 
liaison officer behind the ‘strategy of 
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tension’, acting between right-wing 
organisations, the Italian secret service 
and Licio Gelli’s P2 Masonic Lodge that 
ordered and financed terrorist attacks 
with a view to bring about a violent 
overthrow of democratic institutions 
and trigger a state of emergency to 
justify a military coup following the 
example of Greece in 1967. 

According to testimonies heard 
during this last trial in Bologna, it was 
through some assistance received by 
‘Signora Francini’, who, as well as being 
in contact with CIA agents in Italy, 
had a network of friends in London, 
that De Felice fled to the UK to avoid 
having to answer questions over the 
attempted coup. 

The presence of De Felice in London 
acquires disturbing significance if one 
gives weight to a document found in the 
National Archives at Kew, according to 
which Britain and its NATO allies had 
considered organising a military coup 
in Italy to prevent communists from 
entering the government coalition, 

a plan favoured by the Christian 
Democratic leader, Aldo Moro, who was 
killed in 1978. 

It was also during the 1970s that 
a number of Italian antiquarians, 
criminals on the run and shady figures 
with links to the far right converged on 
London. During the recent hearings in 
Bologna one of their British contacts — 
Bill Hopkins — was repeatedly named. 
Known as a member of the ‘angry young 
men’ and author of a controversial 
novel, Hopkins had an antique shop 
and, among those named in the recent 
hearings in Bologna who gravitated 
in his direction, were Agostino 
Vallorani, Mauro Mezzina, Vaccari and 
Valerio Viccei. 

Andrea Speranzoni, one of the 
lawyers acting on behalf of the families 
of the victims of the Bologna bombing, 
was adamant in claiming that Hopkins 
had had printing facilities hidden in his 
antique shop from where pamphlets 
and literature of the so-called Third 
Position originated. This strongly 
suggested that the leader of this 
neo-fascist group, Roberto Fiore, who 
in 1985 was convicted in absentia of 
‘subversive association’ and sentenced 
to nine years in jail, was among 
the visitors. 

Efforts to locate another venue of 
potentially greater significance, the 
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London branch of the Hyperion ‘school 
of languages’, were frustrated when 

in the late 1970s two agents sent by 
public prosecutor Pietro Calogero to 
investigate this mysterious educational 
institution with suspected links to the 
‘strategy of tension’ received no help 
from Scotland Yard. On the contrary, 
on returning to their hotel, the two 
agents found that their rooms had 
been searched. 


Complicity 

One of the most startling revelations 
during the hearings came in the form 
of a document stating that, in April 
1981, Fiore had shared a flat in London 
with Gilberto Cavallini, a member 

of the Nuclei Armati Rivoluzionari, 
who worked hand in hand with those 
subsequently found guilty of planting 
the explosive at Bologna: Valerio 
Fioravanti, Francesca Mambro and 
Luigi Ciavardini. Cavallini has been 
sentenced to life imprisonment in a 
court of first instance for his complicity 
in the attack, with a second instance 
trial expected in 2023. 

Interestingly, the document in 
question, described as a phonogram 
exchanged between British and Italian 
Interpol, had been circulating for some 
time, but in a truncated form. “We 
are now in possession of the original 
document in English, said Speranzoni. 


‘Tt shows that, whoever translated it, 
omitted precisely the line stating that 
Fiore and Cavallini were sharing a flat 
in Tabor Road under false names.’ 

How could Cavallini have found 
his way to London eight months after 
the Bologna bombing? It could only 
be interpreted as a mission to consult 
and re-group militants in view of 
further activities. 

While the main aim of the hearings 
in Bologna was to find out who had 
masterminded and paid for the 
attack at the station and to determine 
whether Paolo Bellini was the ‘fifth 
man’ involved in planting the bomb, 
the introduction of a mass of fully 
digitalised documentation from 
previous trials, historical research and 
additional testimonies have delivered 
a distillation of events that presents a 
clear picture of an orchestrated violent 
intervention that bloodied a country 
that was seeking its way out of the 
traumatic experience of fascism. 

The Gladio/Stay Behind secret 
army, originally created to counter a 
communist threat from Soviet Russia, 
switched into an instrument to mutilate 
internal political developments. 

An even more secretive apparatus 

was set up, starting a war against 
communism as ‘the enemy within’. 

In Italy, it was managed by the P2 
Masonic Lodge, which recruited army 
chiefs, intelligence officers and media 
figures. It needed foot soldiers to carry 
out terrorist attacks. Far from acting 
spontaneously, these terrorists were 
obeying orders, while experts in psyops 
[psyhological operations] were called 
in to set up false trails to sidetrack 
investigators. And, when militants faced 
the prospect of arrest, they somehow 
knew whom to turn to for help. 

If one considers that, for one reason 
or another, the states and countries 
named during the hearings include 
Spain, France, Algeria, South Africa, 
Portugal, Angola, Lebanon, Israel, 
Libya, Palestine, Russia, the former 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Germany, 
Austria, Belgium, Greece, Switzerland, 
Brazil, Argentina, Nicaragua, Paraguay, 
Chile and the USA, it is clear that no 
serious historian who wants to write 
about events during the second part 
of the previous century can afford 
to ignore some of the information 
gathered during this trial. ® 
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Joining the dots 


The Lauder-Frost, TBG and Putin connections 


Edward Armstrong traces the links between the far-right Traditional Britain Group, 
publisher Arktos that favours extremist thinkers, and Russian think-tank Katehon that 
has links to Russian intelligence and nationalists who support geopolitical realignment 


s vice-president and founder of the Traditional 

Britain Group (TBG) over several decades, 

Gregory Lauder-Frost, has been instrumental 

in forging links with Russia, culminating in a 

positive relationship with the right-wing Russian 
think-tank, Katehon, several of whose board members have 
connections with the Putin regime. 

The TBG could be seen as being a pro-Moscow front 
organisation, evidenced by its frequent social media pro-Putin 
postings, the guest speakers invited to address its annual 
conferences and its indirect connections with Arktos media. 
This report presents evidence to support this view and one 
could ask the following question, in light of the connections 
highlighted in this report: Is the TBG an independent 
organisation or, through its links and those of Lauder-Frost, is 
it merely a mouthpiece for Putin in the UK? 


Background 

As a prelude to the substance of this report, which concludes 
with significant information relating to the 2022 Russian 
invasion of the Ukraine, the following are worthwhile noting as 
providing some initial context: from some three decades ago. 


London Evening Standard, April 7, 1992: 

‘Until recently, the Secretary General of the Monarchist 
League, Gregory Lauder-Frost, who was dismissed from 

his duties as payroll operations manager at Charing Cross 
Hospital in January, is bracing himself for a fresh challenge. 
He is to forge a new life in Russia, holing up in a 12-bedroom 
residence in St Petersburg.’ 


The Guardian, April 24, 1993: 

‘In November Lauder-Frost was sent to prison for two 

years for defrauding the Riverside Health Authority of over 
£100000. The money was never recovered. It emerged at the 
end of his trial that Lauder-Frost was trying to interest an 
American company in buying arms from Russia. In a letter 

to the company, he said: “I attach a list of military equipment 
immediately available from Russia. Some of the items on this 
faxed list sent to me direct from my people there are bound to 
raise your eyebrows. However, I am told all are genuine. Prices 
are in US dollars and I am of the opinion that you could knock 
them down considerably. 


18 | Searchlight 


Lauder-Frost had also worked with monarchists and 
nationalists in Russia some 20 years prior to his conviction 
and it transpires that he once attempted to set up a Harrods- 
type tea shop in St Petersburg: ‘I was working with a Russian 
company at the time but the plan fell through because of 
communists.’ 


Lauder-Frost and Katehon 

In recent years, Lauder-Frost has forged links with and 
contributed to Katehon, a well-financed Russian think-tank 
with links to the Kremlin, which is essentially a propaganda 
arm of the latter promoting anti-democratic messages in 
several languages. 


Konstantin Malofeev and Leonid Reshetnikov 

Two key players in Katehon are Konstantin Malofeev and 
Leonid Reshetnikoy, the latter being a former Russian Secret 
Service officer. 


Konstantin Malofeev 

The Kremlin has steadily bolstered Europe's fringe nationalist 
parties in the past couple years, developing key relationships 
with various party leaders and officials. One name that 
consistently emerges in connection with Europe’s far-right 
and far-left nationalist movements is Malofeev, a wealthy 
businessman and Russian ultra-nationalist. 

Malofeev, 42, made his fortune in private equity and 
now runs Russia’s largest charity — the St Basil the Great 
Foundation. He is also president of Katehon, and started his 
own television station, Tsargrad TV, a platform for figures 
such as American conspiracy theorist Alex Jones and Russian 
philosopher Aleksandr Dugin, who is a member of Katehon’s 
supervisory board and whose writings are published in 
English translation by Arktos Media, whose UK Director is 
Lauder-Frost. 

Malofeev is a traditionalist, much like Dugin, and a devout 
practitioner of the Russian Orthodox faith. He is also the 
founder of the Safe Internet League that advances censorship 
in Russia. According to the Council of the European Union, 
he has been ‘acting in support of the destabilisation of Eastern 
Ukraine’. Recent comments made by Malofeev indicate 
that he sees legitimacy in Russian incursions into Ukraine, 
sentiments that have been echoed in social media postings by 
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Lauder-Frost. His comments have included the following: 

@ ‘Open military conflict between Russia and Ukraine cannot 
be a war, or, at least, a long-term war, because the difference 
in military potential is so big that there can be only an 
operation for forcing the peace.’ 

@ ‘We consider Ukraine as a country temporarily occupied 
by the Anglo-Saxon special services, in which there is no 
sovereign power, which is completely under the control 
of these special services. So, we are not talking with the 
Ukrainian authorities, but with the collective West.’ 
Malofeev considers the actions of NATO and its allies a 

provocation rather than an attempt to stop the conflict from 

going further. Once again, these are sentiments echoed by 

Lauder-Frost in online postings as of March 2022, but also 

expressed in the context of global conflicts several years ago. 
In February 2016, Katehon published an extended piece 

by Lauder-Frost critical of NATO in respect of the Syrian 
conflict. This piece concluded with the following statement 
by Lauder-Frost: ‘Western governments hold pretend 

peace meetings in Switzerland without inviting [the] Syrian 

government. Continues [sic] to talk about regime change. 
‘Why is the United Kingdom part of this crackpot NATO 

organisation and a lapdog for the USA and their endless wars?’ 


Leonid Reshetnikov 

Reshetnikov of Katehon heads the Monarchist Society of the 
Double-Headed Eagle based in Moscow. This appears to be 
a revival of a society that existed under the tsars and that 
supported pogroms against the Jews in the 19th century. 

Reshetnikov was born in Potsdam, Germany (a Soviet 
occupation zone at that time) into the family of a serviceman. 
In 1970 he graduated from the Faculty of History of Kharkov 
State University [now Kharkiv National University in 
Ukraine]. In 1971-74 he studied at the graduate school of Sofia 
University in Bulgaria. Between 1974 and 1976 he worked at 
the Institute of Economics of the World Socialist System of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences. From April 1976 to April 2009, he 
served in the SVR (Foreign Intelligence Service). At the end 
of his service, he held the post of the head of the Analysis and 
Information department of the Russian SVR with the rank of 
Lieutenant-General. 

On 29 April 2009, he became a director of the Russian 
Institute for Strategic Studies. In this position he was 
suspected of interference in the 2016 US Presidential 
elections. Since 2017 he has served as chairman of the 
supervisory board of Tsargrad TV, the Russian Orthodox TV 
channel, owned by Malofeev and known for its clear anti- 
western geopolitical stance. 


Dugin and Arktos 
Katehon has been prolific in promoting the views of Dugin, 
a former advisor to the Kremlin, some of whose works in 
translation are published by Arktos, of which Lauder-Frost is 
the UK director. Dugin’s books published by Arktos include 
The Fourth Political Theory, an introduction to his political 
thought, in both English and German, as well as Putin 
vs Putin: Vladimir Putin Viewed from the Right, which 
is his discussion of the dual political nature of the Putin 
administration. 

Dugin has been an advisor to Putin and others in the 
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Kremlin on geopolitical matters, being a particularly vocal 
advocate of a return of Russian power to the global stage in 
order to act as a counterweight to US domination. 

Dugin was a guest speaker at a TBG conference, “The end 
of the present world’, held in London in October 2013. 


Leonid Savin 

Savin is a member of the Military-Scientific Society of the 
Russian Ministry of Defence. He is also the chief editor of 
the website Geopolitica.ru, founder and chief editor of the 
Journal of Eurasian Affairs, and currently chief editor of 
the Katehon think-tank. 

As recently as 2021, he stated that Russia and Iran share 
a common enemy, the USA, and they need to launch joint 
co-operation against Washington’s hegemonic plans that 
include the sanctions in force against both nations: “We also 
need to share experience on how to counteract Western 
sanctions, how to punish them, and how to decrease 
numbers of US allies and partners. This is politics.’ 

In addition to his anti-NATO stance, expressed through 
his published pieces in Katehon, Lauder-Frost has 
contributed similar essays to Geopolitica.ru. This has been 
reciprocated, with the TBG publishing an essay by Savin 
on its website entitled The necessity of the fourth political 
theory. Savin is a close associate of Dugin. 

In relation to Russian incursions into Ukraine, Savin 
has been extremely vocal in expressing his views through 
Katehon. In January 2022, he participated in an interview 
for this platform under the headline, Democracy and rule 
of law do not exist in Ukraine but corruption thrives. In 
light of his connections to the Russian Ministry of Defence, 
comments made in this interview echoed those made by 
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other diplomats. For example: ‘Any moves of Russian troops 
inside Russia is [the] sovereign right of Russia. Routine 
military manoeuvres and drills are [an] essential part of 
national defence in any country. The West uses false-flag 
propaganda that Russia will start a military campaign against 
Ukraine soon because of these moves.’ 


TBG conference 2019 

At a TBG conference held in October 2019, several speakers 
either directly or indirectly voiced support for Putin. 

Most significantly, this came from a British Eurosceptic 
conservative academic and author, John Laughland, who 
writes on international affairs and political philosophy. 
Between 2008 and 2018, Laughland was director of studies 
at the Institute of Democracy and Co-operation in Paris. 
The head of the institute is Natalia Narochnitskaya, who is a 
Russian historian and a former Duma deputy. 

In the course of his presentation, one of the theories he 
promoted was that the 2018 poisoning in Salisbury of Sergei 
Skripal, a former Russian military officer and double agent for 
the UK’s intelligence services, and his daughter, Yulia Skripal, 
with novichok nerve agent was not the work of Russia but the 
work of another agency in order to discredit Putin. As recently 
as March 2019, the foreign ministers of the European Union 
declared in a joint statement that the EU ‘takes extremely 
seriously the UK Government’s assessment that it is highly 
likely that the Russian Federation is responsible’. 

Laughland, who resides in France, now works for Jean- 
Luc Schaffhauser, a Front National MEP. In 2017, Laughland 
addressed “The First World Congress of Families Regional 
Conference’ in Paris, which was reported on the Katehon 
website. Russia’s revival in the 21st century was very much a 
focus area for discussion at this conference. 


Lord Sudeley 

Merlin Charles Sainthill Hanbury-Tracy, or 7th Baron 
Sudeley, is well connected to the TBG, the ex-KGB and mixes 
in the same circles as tsarist aristocracy. In 1941, when he 
was aged two, he succeeded his first cousin once removed, 
Richard Hanbury-Tracy, the 6th Baron Sudeley and, until the 
House of Lords Act 1999, sat as a hereditary peer. An author 
and veteran right-wing activist, Lord Sudeley has been a 
member of the Conservative Party all his adult life. He was 
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president and chairman of the Conservative Monday Club for 
17 years, and is currently vice-chancellor of the International 
Monarchist League. He is the president of the TBG. 


KGB relation 

Sudeley married Tatiana Dudina (born 19 August 1950), 
daughter of Colonel Boris Dudin and Galina Veselovskaya, 
in 2010. Lady Sudeley holds a doctorate in philology from 
Moscow State Linguistic University. 

Just prior to his marriage, the Evening Standard’s 
Londoner’s Diary referred to her work as a KGB agent: ‘HATS 
OFF to Lord Sudeley, 71, who on Monday is getting married 
for a third time. His new, younger bride is Dr Tatiana Dudina, 
who is a philologist. Sudeley lists his recreations in Who’s 
Who as “ancestor worship” and “cultivating his sensibility”; his 
bride used to work for the KGB but became a British subject 
early in 2008. Shortly afterwards she was seen at a dinner 
party, dressed in black leather and shrieking with laughter 
because she had had to swear allegiance to the Queen. Her 
name then disappeared from the internet, upon which she 
had been advertising to find a marriage partner. The legend 
at Brooks’s Club is that she achieved what no nanny, wife 
or mistress ever managed. She made the 7th Baron “eat 
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his greens”. 


Tsarist aristocracy 

Sudeley is also a patron of the War and Peace Ball. Founded 
in 1988 as a fundraising vehicle in aid of the construction of 
the first Russian Orthodox Church in London. The War and 
Peace Ball is considered to be one of the most prestigious 
international high-class Russian events. 

Many other patrons who have been connected with the old 
tsarist aristocracy have included Madame Olga Adamishina, 
HSH Prince Pierre d’Arenberg, Princess Nadine Bariatinsky, 
Prince Stephane Belosselsky-Belozersky, Prince Dmitri 
Galitzine, Anne Hodson-Pressinger, Mr and Mrs Paul 
Kulikovsky, Prince and Princess John Lobanov Rostovsky, 
Comtesse Alexandra Olsufieva, and Count and Countess 
Stephen Ouvaroff. 

It should also be noted that Lauder-Frost, on 11 January 
1990, presided at the Monday Club Russia Dinner, held at the 
Grosvenor Hotel, London, given in honour of its guests, the 
Grand Duke and Grand Duchess Wladimir, the heir to the 
throne of Imperial Russia. 


Katehon, Putin and the restoration of Russia's monarchy 
It is important to read all the above in the context of the view 
of some that Putin should become tsar. In December 2018, 
the Wall Street Journal carried an article that reported a 
conversation held between Reshetnikov (who sits on the board 
of Katehon) and Putin, which revolved around the restoration 
of the monarchy in Russia: 

Reshetnikov, a one-time member of the Soviet Union’s 
foreign intelligence service who is deputy chairman of 
the Monarchist Society, said he had a conversation about 
monarchy last year with Putin. Reshetnikov recounted that 
Putin described the idea as ‘beautiful’. But he worried that 
monarchy could lead to zastoi, or stagnation, a term used 
to describe the economic torpor of the late Soviet years and 
now increasingly used in reference to sluggish growth rates 
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under Putin. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Putin 
does not like the idea of bringing back the monarchy, but did 
not comment on the exchange with Reshetnikov. Reshetnikov 
said he had not proposed the idea to Putin directly that he 
should become tsar. ‘He wasn’t talking about it in terms 

of practical application; our conversation was more about 
history, he said, but added that he would love to be around to 
see Putin’s coronation. 


Lauder-Frost, the TBG and the invasion of 
Ukraine, 2022 

As of November 2021, Lauder-Frost’s Facebook page 

appears to have been kept private, with access solely for his 
Facebook friends. In recent months, however, there has been 

a noticeable change, with his page becoming public for all to 
view and providing a platform for his pro-Russian, anti- NATO 
stance. In light of his proven connections — and those of the 
TBG — with Katehon and individuals close to Putin, such 
postings could be seen as ‘propaganda’, although Lauder-Frost 
might well deny this. 

At the end of January 2022, Lauder-Frost took the unusual 
step of putting out a video on the TBG YouTube channel just 
prior to the events in the Ukraine, alongside a short press 
statement on the TBG website. This was a significant break 
in pattern in respect of the video, as the only ones the group 
had previously posted were related to speakers at its annual 
conferences and dinners. 

The video by Lauder-Frost was entitled The manufactured 
crisis in the Ukraine over the contested Donbas region. 

The pro-Russian, anti-NATO stance comes through in a 
slightly understated manner with comments such as: “These 
things are a matter for negotiation between the Ukrainians 
and the Russians. The United States has been cranking up 
Russophobia since the fall of communism in 1991 ... We should 
be trying to get along with Russia ... The TBG have always 
been opposed to the UK’s involvement in NATO since 1991. In 
1991, communism of the Soviet Union collapsed ... It should 
have been disbanded at that point.’ 

The press statement as posted reads: ‘We at the TBG wish 
the sad pathetic Cold War warriors, here and in Washington, 
would shut up and get on with something constructive. Russia 
is NOT ‘the enemy’ nor are we at war with Russia. We should 
be making supreme efforts to be friends with Russia which 
has overthrown communism and restored Christianity.’ 

Similar statements are also found among Lauder-Frosts 
Facebook comments from February/March 2022 but 
possessing a far stronger impact: 

Example 1: ‘There is a revanchism exercise going on in 
Russia as they try to rectify what they see as great wrongs 
done to Russia in 1992. It is 100% NOTHING to do with the 
UK. Do not be taken in by the ridiculous CIA propaganda. 
This is not “Putin’s war” but Russia's war. 

Just as from 1919 onwards every single German chancellor 
pledged they would never accept the loss of Teutonic territory 
and that revanchism was the only acceptable future, so it was 
not “Hitler’s war”, but Germany’s war. 

‘If we had parliamentarians who knew anything about 
detailed history they would step back from Eastern Europe 
and let things take their course.’ 

Example 2: ‘I laughed when I heard that the British 
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Establishment were calling for RT to be stopped from 
broadcasting in Britain, simply because they only wanted the 
West’s limp, lying, pathetic narrative heard and no one else's. 

‘The 2014 “revolution” in Ukraine was just a managed coup 
by the USA, which the Russians were not blind to. Since then 
Ukraine has been totally belligerent towards Russia despite 
diplomatic efforts by them. I suppose they had had enough. 
Diplomacy is always best. 

‘We saw this throughout the inter-world war years when 
Germany fell over themselves on the diplomatic front while 
Poland remained totally belligerent. Finally the Germans 
decided upon action. Everyone else should have stayed out 
of that local war just as everyone should mind their own 
business today.’ 

Example 3: ‘I listened to an interview at lunchtime today 
with the clearly intelligent historian who chairs the Russian 
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee. He demonstrated 
at a stroke how moronic the interviewer and the western 
war rhetoric and propaganda is by pointing out that NATO 
(an American proxy organisation) had agreed, following the 
collapse of communism 30 years ago, that NATO would not 
move east and USA nuclear weapons would be removed from 
Europe. The opposite has happened. He pointed out that 
NATO was massing troops and weaponry in all the countries 
on Russia’s borders and had been doing so for some time. Just 
a pity he did not also mention the hypocrisy of the USA with 
their Munro Doctrine enforcing their “sphere of influence” 
over all their neighbours (without their consent, of course) 
but denying Russia its traditional 1,000-year-old sphere 
of influence. 

‘We all thought that with the collapse of communism things 
would return to normal but for 30 years the USA and her 
pathetic toadie “Allies” (you only have allies in a war) have 
continued the old Cold War and Russophobia relentlessly.’ 

The fascist sentiments shared by several within the TBG 
are perhaps neatly summed up in this fourth example from 
Lauder-Frost’s recent postings: ‘Democracy has proved itself 
to be a wholesale disaster. The 20th century proves that the 
French revolution and the revolutionary American states were 
the pioneers of the most destructive type of democracy.’ 

Finally, from the TBG itself: ‘We must stay right out of 
Eastern European conflicts. Let the Slavs fight it out amongst 
themselves. Criminals now running the show in Kiev.  ) 
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Odious allies: Mosley 
and the sex predator 


Why would the official history of the British Union of Fascists omit all mention of 
one its most prominent members? Because, reveals Andy Bell, he was a convicted 
child abuser who was protected and enabled by the movement's leader 


t’s December, 1963 and 
Britain’s fascist leader Sir 
Oswald Mosley is hosting his 
annual Christmas dinner at 
an Italian restaurant in east 
London. Gathered together are various 
Blackshirt luminaries and stalwarts 
of the movement. Among them is Alf 
Flockhart, a lifelong fascist and right- 
hand man to Mosley. 

Flockhart, who is 43, is accompanied 
by a 15-year-old-boy to whom he is not 
related. It is not the first time they have 
attended Mosleyite gatherings together. 
But Flockhart is a convicted, violent 
child sex offender who has been jailed 
twice for his offending. Mosley knows 
this, as do others attending, and yet not 
a single word of protest is raised. 

Lawrence Alfred Lockhart, known 
to his comrades as Alf, joined the pre- 
war British Union of Fascists (BUF) 
in 1936 as a boy of only 16 and quickly 
rose to become its youngest district 
leader, in Shoreditch. In 1940, he was 
convicted after shaking a collecting tin 
at a Bethnal Green BUF street meeting 
and shouting: ‘Help to make a Jewish 
pogrom. And put a nail in the Jewish 
coffin.’ Unsurprisingly, he was among 
the thousand or so Blackshirts rounded 
up under Defence Regulation 18B at the 
outbreak of Second World War in 1939. 

MI5 and Special Branch files 
covering his subsequent detention 


record that he remained a passionate 
fascist. Held at Peveril Camp on the 
Isle of Man, Flockhart and the BUF 
group with which he associated were 
described as the most extreme and 
fanatical fascists detained. He was 

one of a five-man BUF ‘cabinet’ who 
commanded the Blackshirt contingent 
in the camp, and Flockhart himself was 
a ‘house leader’. 

Security reports describe him as 
a ‘rather noisy, disorderly type’ who 
was suspected of having instigated a 
riot at the camp in 1942, ‘whipping up 
anti-Jewish hate’ at a Boxing Night 
party and then organising a Jew 
hunt’ in the camp, seeking out Jews 
who had been held under the Defence 
Regulations merely because they were 
of German nationality. 

Appearing several times before a 
review committee which could decide 
to release him, he routinely lied: he was 
not anti-Jewish; if released he would 
now join the Conservative Party; he 
wanted to sign up in the armed forces 
and fight for his country. 

The first lie was undermined by 
his letters to friends and comrades 
which were regularly signed off with 
‘PJ’ which, in the fascist lexicon, stood 
for ‘Perish Judah’. Flockhart told the 
committee it actually stood for ‘People’s 
Justice’. The last lie was exposed by one 
such letter where he wrote to a friend 


The Leysian Mission secretary wrote that Flockhart 
had caused the Mission certain anxieties, ‘on account 
of his undesirable activities among younger boys...’ 
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that if released he would just register as 
a conscientious objector. 

One telling comment in these files 
concerned his teenage involvement 
with the Boys’ Brigade and the Leysian 
Mission, a charitable Methodist 
institution providing social and 
sporting activities to deprived children. 
The Boys’ Brigade was based in the 
Mission’s Shoreditch premisses. At 
one point, the 18B Review Committee 
asked the Mission for its impression 
of him. The Mission secretary wrote 
back that Flockhart had caused 
them certain anxieties, ‘on account 
of his undesirable activities among 
younger boys. ...’ 


Drum Corps 

After the war Flockhart quickly became 
a central part of Mosley’s attempts to 
rebuild the fascist movement and, in 
June 1945, he was one of the core group 
invited to Mosley’s flat in Dolphin 
Square, London, and to his country 
house at Crux Easton, in Hampshire to 
discuss future plans. 

Flockhart was heavily involved in 
the first major post-war Mosleyite 
initiative, the 18B Detainee Aid Fund 
Committee, which, as he and others 
later revealed to supporters, was set 
up with the ‘dual purpose’ of helping 
former detainees and gathering funds 
for election campaigns. 

When Mosley launched the 
Union Movement in 1948 and set up 
headquarters in Vauxhall Bridge Road, 
in Victoria, London, Flockhart was 
employed as a full-time organiser with 
living quarters on the premises. He 
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was also a bruiser who was frequently 
involved in street confrontations with 
political opponents. But one of his 
other functions, which drew comment 
even in the Union Movement, was as 
organiser of the drum corps, comprised 
mainly of teenage boys, and known 
among the membership as Flockhart’s 
‘Bum Corps’. 

There was much salacious gossip 
about the goings on in the HQ 
basement on drum crops practice 
nights. Trevor Grundy — whose parents 
were close to the Mosley leadership — 
who wrote the fascinating Memoir of 
a Fascist Childhood, told Searchlight 
‘with absolute certainty’ that, although 
he was not abused himself, he knew 
that Flockhart ‘terrorised’ other young 
members of Union Movement in their 
teens or early twenties. But whatever 
was known or suspected about 
Flockhart’s behaviour, no one in the 
leadership apparently did anything to 
investigate or stop it. 


Then, in 1950, Flockhart was arrested. 
He picked up a 17-year-old boy who 
had missed the last train home from 
Victoria Station and offered to let 

him stay the night in his flat in Union 
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Flockhart (with 
cigarette) on 1950 
Union Movement 
demonstration in 

Portsmouth 
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Then, in 1956, he was arrested again. This time 
his victim was a 12-year-old-boy whom Flockhart 
had picked up outside a cinema and persuaded 
to go back to the headquarters’ flat with him 


quarrelsome — exactly the opposite of 
what is being suggested against him.’ 

Lady Mosley also pitched in, telling 
the court: ‘I have left him with my 
children on many occasions. Last 
summer he travelled across France with 
the two boys for me. I have the highest 
regard for his character. The court, 
however, was not so gullible. Flockhart 
was convicted and jailed for two years. 

But Mosley was having none of it. 
Even after the conviction, he stood 
by his man: in February 1952, shortly 
before Flockhart was due to be 
released, Mosley sent a confidential 
circular to movement organisers 
informing them that ‘LA Flockhart 
will shortly be released from prison. 
As already stated, I reject entirely the 
recent condemnation of him which I do 
not believe to be true or fair. He will 
therefore return to full membership of 
the movement ...’ 

This didn’t go down well with some 
members and Mosley was warned it 
could lead to a serious split. Soa more 
gradual approach was adopted. When 
Flockhart was released, Mosley paid 
for him to go on holiday to the country. 
Then, one month later, a discreet party 
was held to welcome him back into 
the fold. 

Although he did not return to his 
former positions, the regard with which 
Mosley held him was evident from 
the fact that he was put in charge of 
arranging for the children of leading 
surviving German Nazis to come 
to study in England. Among those 
welcomed by Flockhart were Waltraut 
Skorzeny, the daughter of top SS officer 
Otto Skorzeny, and the sons of Heinrich 
Himmler and Joachim von Ribbentrop. 

When Flockhart was later appointed 
Central and East London organiser, 
however, there were resignations 
in protest, but still Mosley was 
determined to rehabilitate his man. At 
the 1954 Union Movement conference, 
Flockhart received a special award for 
outstanding services to the movement. 
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Mosley menace 
Flockhart (right) 
leaves a meeting 
in London with 
Mosley in 1947 


Rehabilitation 

Then, in 1955, when Union Movement 
national secretary Alexander Raven 
Thomson died, Flockhart succeeded 
him, taking over the administration 

of the movement and afforded a free 
hand by Mosley to run it as he saw 

fit. Flockhart was also charged with 
looking after relationships with foreign 
fascists and fascist groups. 

His rehabilitation was now complete, 
and he went on to play a crucial role 
in shifting Union Movement policy 
from an obsession with anti-Semitism 
to a focus on immigration and crude 
anti-black agitation, a policy that 
contributed to growing, if modest, 
electoral successes in Flockhart’s old 
East End stamping grounds. 

Then, in 1956, he was arrested 
again. This time it was even more 
serious. The charge was indecent 
assault. Again, it had happened in 
Union Movement headquarters. This 
time his victim was a 12-year-old-boy 
whom Flockhart had picked up outside 
a cinema and persuaded to go back to 
the headquarters’ flat with him. Once 
there, he sexually assaulted the boy. 

Flockhart again denied the assault, 
but now even Lady Mosley had to 
concede. ‘He was obviously guilty, she 
said. ‘We have finished with him. It 
would only happen again.’ This time, 


Flockhart, sentenced to three years 
in prison and described by the judge 
as ‘an absolute menace’, was expelled 
from the Union Movement. 

Grundy, whose youthful involvement 
in the Union Movement ended in the 
early 1960s, told Searchlight that 
Robert Rowe, editor of the movement’s 
paper Action, put it about among the 
members that Flockhart had been 
convicted of ‘interfering’ with a man 
in a public toilet and that he had been 
‘framed by the Jews’. Most likely not 
realising the true gravity of the offence, 
Grundy’s mother corresponded with 
Flockhart during his imprisonment. 
She was probably the only one. On his 
release, Flockhart visited the Grundy 
home on several occasions. 

And there it might have ended: 
Mosley, who had been prepared to 
give his loyal follower the benefit of 
the doubt the first time round, could 
now have no doubt that Flockhart was 
a violent, predatory child sex offender 
who should have no place in the Union 
Movement. According to Grundy, East 
End members of the Union Movement 
threatened to resign en masse if 
Flockhart was ever seen again at 
headquarters or allowed to re-join the 
organisation. So the parting should 
have been for good. 

But that’s not what happened. 
Recently, Searchlight had cause 
to re-establish contact with an 
informant who had operated in the 
far right with great courage and at 
considerable personal cost many years 
ago. He had long since dropped out, 
but we contacted him in relation to 
another project. 
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When we met he told us, for the first 
time, how he had come to be involved 
in the extreme right in the first place: 
how, in 1962, aged only 14 and sitting 
alone in a London coffee bar, he had 
been approached and befriended 
by Flockhart. 

Our informant, whom we shall call 
Malcolm, was already aware that he was 
gay. He was an easy target for Flockhart 
who groomed and abused him over the 
next two years. When they first met, 
Flockhart was not obviously involved 
in politics, but when Malcolm was 
browsing the bookshelves of Flockhart’s 
Notting Hill flat he found books signed 
and personally dedicated to Flockhart 
from the likes of Skorzeny, Hans-Ulrich 
Rudel and Juan Peron. Then, several 
months after they met, Flockhart 
started taking Malcolm to Mosleyite 
events. 

So, what had happened? The truth is 
that even after the second conviction, 
Mosley never truly disowned Flockhart. 
Shortly after his release he was 
welcomed by Mosley at his Cheyne 
Walk apartment, although Lady Mosley 
insisted that he only be allowed into the 
kitchen. Mosley also helped him with 
work, arranging a job at what was then 
the Henry Lunn Travel company. 
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Hawke. said. “I am bound to 
take notice of the fact that 
this x not the first time that 


Then, in July 1963, faced with attacks 
and disruption from the anti-fascist 62 
Group and others, Mosley called upon 
the old street fighter and organiser to 
co-ordinate the Union Movement’s 
physical response to the opposition, 
along with the help of another former 
Blackshirt bruiser, the Smithfield meat 
porter Danny Harmston. The two of 
them also acted as Mosley’s bodyguards. 


In plain sight 
In pretty short order, Flockhart was 
back at the heart of things: not just 
organisationally, but socially as well, 
invited to Lady Mosley’s soirees and 
other select leadership gatherings. At 
many of these events, Flockhart was 
accompanied by Malcolm, still only 15 
years old, who was introduced to an 
array of Mosley’s celebrity supporters. 
Lady Mosley’s memory was obviously 
very short indeed. It plainly was 
‘happening again’ and the Mosleys were 
clearly not ‘finished with him’ at all. 
At the 1963 Christmas dinner, 
for instance, were the writer Henry 
Williamson (of Tarka the Otter 
fame), Irish woman racing driver and 
former 18B detainee Fay Taylour, and 
Commandant Mary Allen, the former 
women’s police commander who had 
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gone from suffragette to dyed-in-the- 
wool Blackshirt. At the head of the 
table, of course, were Oswald and 
Lady Mosley. 

But, as Malcolm himself now 
observes: “They knew all about 
Flockhart at this point. Yet nobody was 
asking: What on earth is he doing here 
with a 15-year-old boy?’ Flockhart was 
pursuing his abusive behaviour in plain 
sight of the Union Movement leadership 
and nobody was lifting a finger. 

In the official history of the BUF, We 
Marched with Mosley, Richard Reynell 
Bellamy wrote: ‘Tf there was one stain 
from which British fascism was free, it 
was sexual vice’. 

He could not have been more wrong 
— and the suspicion is that he must have 
known it. Why else would someone 
as prominent in the BUF as Flockhart 
merit not a single mention in its official 
history? For the truth is that Lawrence 
‘Alf’ Flockhart, one of the movement’s 
most senior officers, both before and 
after the war, was a predatory child 
sex abuser, and Oswald Mosley, the 
movement’s founder and leader had, at 
first, refused to believe it, then forgiven 
it, and then enabled it. 

It is the great untold scandal of the 
Mosleyite movement. S 
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hen Britain’s 
National 
Socialist 
Movement (NSM) 
leader Colin 
Jordan emerged from prison in 1968, he 
knew things would have to change. He 
had served 18 months under the Race 
Relations Act for publishing a violently 
anti-black leaflet entitled The Coloured 
Invasion and he did not fancy any more 
jail time. 

So, while his attachment to Hitler 
would remain, utterances on race in 
future would be tailored to stay — just 
— the right side of the new law. And 
the NSM would be renamed British 
Movement (BM). When Jordan polled 
3.5% in the Birmingham Ladywood 
by-election in 1969, it was taken as 
a vindication of the new strategy. 

His election agent in Ladywood was 

a young Ray Hill, a prominent BM 
activist and highly regarded member of 
the organisation’s directorate. Shortly 
afterwards, Hill and his family emigrated 
to apartheid South Africa. 

Disaster struck the BM in 1975 
when Jordan was convicted of stealing 
women’s knickers from a Tesco 
supermarket in Coventry. He pleaded 
that he had been ‘framed by the 
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The British 
Movement: 


our part in 
its downfall 


In the final part of the series recalling the havoc wrought 
on the far right by Searchlight supermole Ray Hill 

40 years ago, Andy Bell describes how Ray brought 

the neo-nazi group to its knees 


Zi Jews’, but he had little 
choice other than to stand 

down as leader. His place would 
be taken, temporarily he thought, by 
his deputy, Michael McLaughlin, the 
Liverpudlian son of a communist who 
had fought in the International Brigades 
in Spain. McLaughlin had joined British 
Movement soon after its launch in 1968 
and was a staunch national socialist. 

But, once he had control of the 
organisation, McLaughlin made clear 
to Jordan that his days as leader were 
over. Sulking, Jordan retired to Yorkshire 
where he published an occasional 
newsletter fulminating against Jews, 
blacks, the reds — and McLaughlin. 

The new leader, meanwhile, targeted 
a younger, male, working-class 
demographic that would provide the BM 
with a more combative, exciting appeal. 
By 1980, membership had increased 
from a few hundred to some 3,000 and 
the money was rolling in. 


Impeccable 

Hill offered his services to Searchlight 
in 1979, shortly after his return from 
South Africa. His experiences of living 
in Johannesburg had led to a profound 
change of heart and, towards the end 
of his time there, he had even begun 


Party faithful 


(top left) Ray 

under the banner 

wearing black at 

a rally in Welling, 

Kent, in 1981, 

which he attended 

in place of Michael 
cLaughlin; 

centre left) BM 

eader Colin 


Jordan in his 


National Socialist 
ovement days; 
and (bottom left) 
cLaughlin, who 
ousted Jordan, 
under whose 
eadership the BM 
finally collapsed 


providing local Jewish organisations with 
information about right-wing groups with 
which he was involved. His impeccable 
credentials on the British far right offered 
a highly attractive opportunity in relation 
to the BM. He was, after all, the architect 
of the BM’s successful campaign to gain a 
seat in racially divided Ladywood in 1969. 

He had fought toe to toe with 
opponents and even been convicted of 
assaulting a press photographer trying to 
take pictures of Jordan after a meeting in 
Birmingham. His reputation as a political 
bruiser and agitator would go down 
very well with the BM’s growing young, 
aggressive skinhead membership. 

This was the plan: Ray would join 
the BM and use his reputation to build 
his own base of support among the 
membership. Then he would throw down 
the gauntlet to McLaughlin. Either Ray 
would win the struggle, take over the BM 
and drive it into the ground or he would 
be expelled, split the organisation and 
take a large section of the members into 
the wilderness, leaving behind a rump. 
Either outcome would be very desirable. 

When Ray wrote to McLaughlin in 
June 1980, McLaughlin didn’t hesitate. 
The two met at the BM’s shabby two- 
room headquarters above a minicab 
office in North Wales and, by the time he 
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speeches over, he lost no opportunity to 
work the crowd, quietly badmouthing 
McLaughlin: ‘He’s sat at home in Wales, 
while I’m here on the frontline with you 
lads. Don’t call that leadership myself...’ 
McLaughlin didn’t see what was 
coming. He wrote another glowing letter 
to Ray congratulating him effusively 
on his Welling performance. And Ray 
carried on sowing dissent. The next time 
the BM marched publicly in Paddington, 
west London, the outcome was pretty 
much determined. McLaughlin 
spoke first, giving a speech that 
was characteristically turgid 
and pompous, receiving only 
polite applause. 
Then Ray spoke. Again, he tore 
into the police and, again, he was 
greeted with delirious clapping 
and cheering. But, worse, some of 
| the skinhead marchers then broke 
into a chant: ‘Ray Hill! Ray Hill!’ 
to accompany the nazi salutes they 
directed enthusiastically at Ray. 
McLaughlin watched from the side of 
| the platform, his face like thunder. The 
_— f penny dropped. He had a problem. 
left, Ray had been appointed | 
BM Leicester organiser and area leader. 

The Leicester BM branch was 
moribund, but Ray had little trouble 
signing up some of the more hardline 
former National Front (NF) activists 
locally. Soon it had around two dozen 
members. A couple of quick-hit, high- 
profile local campaigns and the BM was 
garnering headlines in the local press. 
McLaughlin was purring. 

He wrote to Ray: ‘It’s gratifying to 
know that in Leicester we have someone 
who can be left to get on with the job and 
do it cleverly and with competence ... in 
the immortal words of Adolf Hitler, in 
their greatest hour of need, the people 
will grasp the hand of national salvation.’ 


Expulsion 

Ray’s next move was to seek advice 

from Jordan. It would help his cause no 
end if he could claim that the old man 
was behind him. Jordan, still smarting 
from his own treatment by Mclaughlin, 
was happy to oblige. He suggested 

an escalating campaign for internal 
reform of the party to put pressure on 
McLaughlin. But, before this could begin 
in earnest, McLaughlin moved against 
Ray and expelled him from the BM. It 
was earlier than expected, but no matter. 
The die was cast. 

From BM branches all over the 
country came howls of outrage. Leicester 
branch declared that it regarded Ray as 
party leader. Leading activists around 
the country pledged their support. 

Ray distributed a ‘more in sorrow 
than in anger’ statement among the 
membership, insisting that he had no 
designs on the leadership and that 


Sowing dissent 
Ray (top) and 
(below), wearing 
a white jacket, 

at a right-wing 
extremist 
gathering in May 
1981 in Coventry 


Effusive 

Ray made his first play at a BM march 

in Welling in south London in October. 

McLaughlin was not planning to be there 

and asked Ray if he would stand in for 

him and make the keynote speech. 
Would he? Oh yes, he certainly would. 

Ray headed the march making nazi 

salutes, then gave a barnstorming speech 

attacking not just the usual enemies 

but also the police for whom the 200 

or so skinheads in attendance had little 

love. He was cheered to the skies. Then, 


Spring 2022 


his expulsion was not just wrong, but 
also unlawful. He was a member in 
good standing and, if necessary, would 
fight his expulsion in the courts: ‘I do 
not intend to foster or take part in any 
‘split’ of the Movement. I do not aim 
for the leadership of the Movement. 
I do, however, insist upon justice and 
further insist that I am, and shall remain, 
a member of the BM who is entitled 
to all the rights and privileges of such 
membership... 

‘Whoever the leader may be, however, 
I, Ray Hill, will remain in the British 
Movement.’ 


Game over 

McLaughlin threatened to expel any 
members who associated with Ray, but 
it was an empty threat. He would have 
precious few members left if he carried it 
out and he knew it. Most BM organisers 
and probably half the members were in 
Ray’s camp and public endorsements 
from Jordan, Robert Relf and the League 
of St George meant it was game over. 

The killer blow came when Ray 
launched a legal action against his 
expulsion. McLaughlin could not back 
down, but nor could he afford for very 
long the expensive legal advice he was 
forced to take to mount a defence. Ray, 
on the other hand, was being legally 
advised, in the early stages at least, by 
Leicester-based BDP [British Democratic 
Party] leader and solicitor Anthony Reed 
Herbert, free of charge. 

The case dragged on but, in September 
1983, McLaughlin announced that the 
organisation was being shut down, 
complaining bitterly he was being 
forced into it by the enormous legal 
bills incurred contesting Ray’s writ. The 
matter had never come to trial. 

It would be another six months before 
Ray would appear on Channel 4, baring 
all. Only then did Mclaughlin, Jordan, 
Relf, Reed Herbert and all the others 
who had given him such sterling support 
and assistance realise the humiliation 
they had suffered at the hands of their 
hated enemies. & 


The killer blow came when Ray launched a legal 
action against his expulsion. McLaughlin could not 
back down, but nor could he afford for very long 
the expensive legal advice he was forced to take 
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Paul Jackson 


Why might we want to understand the extreme right? 
After all, its activities are among other things deeply 
offensive, racist and homophobic 
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n my new book, Pride in Prejudice: Understanding 
Britain’s Extreme Right, I argue that understanding 
those drawn to the extreme right is crucial if we are to 
be able to tackle the many problems this movement 
poses. It often targets people, sometime violently, 
and makes their lives a misery. It also often destroys the 
lives of those who become active within it. This is not to 
apologise or legitimise this type of politics, far from it. If we 
are to challenge the extreme right, then understanding what 
motivates this politics is very important. 
To help answer the question of why this movement 
appeals, my book starts with a tour through the history 
of the extreme right in Britain, to highlight the many and 
varied people who, generation after generation, have made 
this politics what it is today. For example, figures such as 
the anti-Semite Arnold White and his British Brothers’ 
League from before the First World War were important 
precursors to the interwar fascist parties in Britain, and 
developed early variants of anti-immigrant politics. 
As fascist regimes and movements grew in Europe, 
there were many related groups that developed in Britain 
between 1918 and 1939 as well, and not just Oswald 
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Mosley’s British Union of Fascists (BUF). Rotha Lintorn- 
Orman, founder of the British Fascists, and Arnold Leese, 
leader of the Imperial Fascist League, highlight the variety 
of leaders who fostered the first wave of British fascism. 
While Mosley came from an upper-class background, Leese 
was an older man influenced deeply by the racist cultures of 
the British Empire and Lintorn-Orman was the first female 
fascist leader. 

Moving into the postwar years, processes of 
decolonisation often helped radicalise British fascists, as 
senses of national identity changed. AK Chesterton’s League 
of Empire Loyalists of the 1950s and 1960s was driven 
by a defence of empire, as was the Monday Club that was 
founded to counter Harold Macmillan’s ‘Winds of Change’ 
speech. The National Front (NF) felt legitimised by Enoch 
Powell’s arguments against migrants from former empire 
territories coming to Britain to live and work. Fascism and 
the extreme right in Britain are often dismissed as a foreign 
import, but I argue that it is, more often than not, a politics 
rooted in extreme forms of Englishness and Britishness. 


Intersecting groups 

As well as looking at this history, the book considers the 
nature of the extreme right space today. As has been the 
case in previous generations, the extreme right of the 
2020s is not made up of a single organisation, but rather it 
is a complex network of many intersecting groups. Each of 
these can appeal to a different type of audience, some are 
youth groups trying to attract new activists, others legacy 
organisations, such as the remnants of the British National 
Party (BNP) and the NF that give longstanding figures 
something to do. Some are quite intellectualised and draw 
on the ideas of the far-right French movement Nouvelle 
Droite, others are more direct in their views. 
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The BNP was probably the most politically impactful of 
Britain’s extreme right organisations, though it certainly 
had less clout that the populist radical right UKIP. The 
BNP’s rise and demise in the 2000s and 2010s also helped 
to spawn many of the groups active in more recent times. 
These range from the now proscribed terrorist group, 
National Action, to the direct-action activities of Britain 
First, to the concerning activism of Patriotic Alternative. 

People drawn to the extreme right, past and present, have 
not been from a single class, or any other single identity 
either. Many within the BUF, for example, came from the 
middle classes, but some were working class. More recently, 
groups such as the BNP and the English Defence-League 
(EDL) have primarily appealed to disillusioned working- 
class people, yet contrastingly the Traditional Britain Group 
aspires to a more educated market. Past and present, we see 
that different types of people can find in the extreme right 
space groups that appeal to their concerns and preferred 
styles of engagement. 

Gender is also important to consider. Young men are 
often typical of extreme right activism, but the movement is 
also populated by many older men who have given decades 
of their life to the movement, and many of its activists 
have been women. Ultimately, the extreme right develops 
patriarchal and heteronormative cultures, dominated 
by misogynistic men, but on occasion gay people too 
have played important roles within British extreme right 
cultures for generations. 


Online presence 

In recent times, the extreme right space has also become 
well adapted to online activism. In the past 30 years it 
has been on a journey of creating firstly complex, static 
websites, such as the one developed by the BNP in the 
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2000s — a website that was better than many of the 
mainstream political party websites of the period. By the 
2010s, the extreme right’s online presence adapted to 
social media, epitomised by the growth of the EDL around 
2010. Now, extreme right groups and activists cultivate a 
complex, alternate community in a ‘post-digital’ age, using 
a wide range of communication apps such as Telegram, as 
well as alternate online spaces, such as Reddit and Gab. 

Creating a sense of connectivity with others has certainly 
been part of the appeal of the extreme right. This has 
spanned the various clubs and societies developed by the 
BUF in the 1930s to street marching activities of the NF 
and the British Movement in the 1970s. Community is also 
a feature of the ‘accelerationist’ cultures today, where young 
men, and often teenage boys, create online networks to 
share neo-nazi imagery, terrorist manuals, the writings of 
people such as fascist philosopher Julius Evola, as well as 
their own bespoke manifestos. 

For those of us ‘outside’ of this extremist space, little 
may seem particularly appealing in all of this, at least on a 
logical level. Why engage with a politics that has no hope 
of succeeding and makes you seem like a pariah? I suggest 
that what extreme right groups do, often quite well, is offer 
those drawn to the movement a set of emotive ‘answers’ 
to perceptions such as a disillusionment with mainstream 
political processes, an inability to see a positive future, a 
sense of male pride being demeaned, and national identity 
being humiliated. 


Emotional appeal 

So one answer to thinking about why the extreme right 
can appeal to people of different classes and genders is 

not to focus on the logic (or lack of logic) to be found in 

its arguments. Rather we should consider the emotional 
resonance of the movement, and how it generates a politics 
around this emotive context. Groups within the extreme 
right develop an impassioned space that, in many different 
ways, argues that mainstream political and social systems 
have become dysfunctional, that ‘our’ people face an 
existential threat, and that strong, assertive and potentially 
highly aggressive action is needed to solve a profound 
crisis. It offers a politics steeped in anger and hatred, but 
also one of hope and pride. 

Thinking about the emotional appeal of the extreme right 
is not to excuse it. My book, Pride in Prejudice, concludes 
by arguing that responding robustly to the extreme right 
is also crucial, and that racism must be called out rather 
than excused. Both the state and wider society have an 
important role to play. Moreover, Britain has a wide range 
of organisations that do excellent work in exposing the 
extreme right and campaign for further action, from 
anti-fascist magazines like Searchlight, to groups such as 
the Community Security Trust and the Tell MAMA project. 

If we are to counter the extreme right, responses also 
need to be embedded in a much wider promotion of a 
multicultural Britain that is robust in calling out racism, 
properly supports those targeted by hatred, and finds ways 
to help young people susceptible to the extreme right to 
find another path, before their lives become damaged by 
association with extremism. 8 
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Tangible focus 
on fairness 
and inclusivity 


The Task Force will deliver its report of work to the TUC in 
September. At its core are strategies to make workplaces 
‘safer, inclusive and fairer’. Cathy Pound reports 


s the TUC launched its 
Anti-Racism Task Force 
(ARTF) in December 
2020 it was becoming 
aware that COVID-19 was 
exposing even more starkly the extent 
of race inequalities in the workplace, 
housing and, crucially, health care, a 
sector with many black and minority 
ethnic staff, who were disproportionately 
affected by the pandemic. 
General Secretary of teachers’ 
union NASUWT Patrick Roach, who is 
chairing the Task Force, stated that it 
would ‘engage with black workers across 
the UK’ and produce recommendations 
on ‘tackling structural racism in the UK, 
in workplaces and in unions themselves’. 
It is fair to say that expectations of 
the Task Force are high. While further 
evidence of systemic and structural 
racism has been emerging, so far there 
has been a lack of progress in bringing 
about change. 
The Task Force is scheduled to run 
for two years, with concrete actions 
and demonstrable change its expected 
outcomes. In its first year of work it 
focused on research and evidence 
gathering. In its second year, 2022, 
work shifted to implementing actions 
across four work streams: Collective 
Bargaining; Organising; Public Policy 
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and Unions as Employers. Trade union 
leaders have pledged to ‘step up’ and 
deliver ‘tangible actions that will make a 
positive difference to black workers’. 

Each work stream has its own 
working group with a remit to be action 
focused and to demonstrate a change 
over the two-year lifetime of the ARTF. 
This is a big ask, but the intention is to 
ensure the work is not thrown into the 
long grass as actions to be carried out 
after the Task Force in its current form 
has disbanded. Another pledge is that 
the working groups must work across all 
the devolved nations to ensure change is 
felt across the UK. In addition, account 
must be taken of the intersectional 
experience of black workers. 


The work streams 
In terms of Collective Bargaining, 
a key aim will be to put race on the 
agenda within all trade unions and 
workplaces. The aim is for employers 
and unions to work together to make 
workplaces ‘safer, inclusive and fairer’. 
Successful strategies and lessons learnt 
by unions who have employed collective 
bargaining will be used to address race 
inequalities in future negotiations. 

The Organising work stream in many 
ways has the most clearly measurable 
outcome. Its aims are to identify, 


support and develop the next generation 
of black union leaders through a 
TUC-led training programme delivered 
to 1,000 black trade unionists and 
activists across all regions. 

The Public Policy working group 
will act on a number of fronts, putting 
pressure on the government in relation 
to racial justice, as well as calling 
for stronger regulations that will 
deliver protections for black workers, 
mandatory ethnicity pay gap reporting 
and pushing for legislation that bans 
zero-hours contracts. 

The Task Force will continue to 
lobby for a public inquiry into the 
government’s handling of the pandemic 
and will be using testimonies of the 
lived experiences of black workers to 
send home the message. The case of 
Belly Mujinga, who died on 5 April 2020 
a few weeks after a member of the public 
who claimed to have Covid-19 coughed 
on her at London’s Victoria station 
where she worked, comes to mind. The 
inquest was delayed for two years, for 
which the coroner apologised to the 
family, and it is now scheduled for June. 

Last, but not least, the group working 
on Unions as Employers will be inviting 
all TUC-registered trade unions to put 
racial justice at the ‘front and centre’ 
of how they operate as employers. 
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Trade unions should be able to legislate 
and take responsibility for their own 
actions as employers when it comes to 
fairness in the workplace and being 
representative of the members that each 
union represents. 

Hopefully, monitoring and hard data 
will be able to demonstrate progress for 
black employees of trade unions, with 
improvements made in recruitment and 
promotion practices. 


Calibre 
The ARTF is made up of senior leaders 
from the trade union movement and 

, expert representatives from civil 
society and academia. In addition to 
the chair, it includes its patrons Doreen 
Lawrence and Neville Lawrence. It 
also numbers the general secretaries of 
communications union CWU, general 
union GMB, probation officers’ union 
NAPO, education union NEU, public 
service union PCS, science and tech 
union Prospect, shop workers’ union 
USDAW and the Assistant General 
Secretary of Unite. Other members are 
three TUC Race Relations Committee 
members, including its Chair Gloria 
Mills, and TUC General Secretary 
Frances O’Grady. 

Alongside top trade unionists 

the Task Force includes London 
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General Secretary 
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Gary Younge 


Deputy Mayor for Communities 
and Social Justice Debbie Weekes- 
Bernard, journalist Gary Younge, 
Runnymede Trust Director Halima 
Begum and Yvette Williams of the 
Justice4Grenfell campaign. 

We think it is worth listing the TUC 
Task Force members in full: its success 
rests in their hands. The calibre and 
depth of expertise and experience 
of each member should ensure that 
the ARTF report will be rather more 
inspiring than the government’s 
Sewell report on race inequalities 
produced for the Commission on Race 
and Ethnic Disparities. The Sewell 
report was condemned by the TUC as 
downplaying the effects of structural 
and institutional racism. In contrast, 
the ARTF report should provide 
alternative recommendations that will 
be transformative for black workers. 

The Task Force will formally present 
its report in September at this year’s 
TUC Congress, which it is hoped will be 
in person, with delegates gathering in 
Brighton. ARTF members will have a 
tight schedule within which to deliver. 

At the start of 2022 Covid-19 
regulations were still in place, but 
this was not for long, leaving workers 
stripped of what little protection they 
had been afforded by the regulations. 


The ‘working from home’ directive has 
ended, personal protective equipment 
(PPE) is no longer legally required and 
legislation that required self-isolation 
end from April. 


Concrete outcomes 

The London, East and South East TUC 
(LESETUC) Race Relations Committee 
took place on 1 December 2021; it was 
open to any trade unionists interested 
in attending to hear an update on the 
ARTF’s work to date and answers to 
questions submitted in advance. 

One issue raised was the fact 
that black workers continue to work 
predominantly in non-unionised 
workplaces, leading to a lack of black 
trade union members and black trade 
union reps. Research by the University 
of Greenwich has found that less than 
1% of health and safety reps are black. 

Concrete outcomes of the ARTF will 
include a charter for black workers, 
an updated TUC negotiators guide, 
and a call for the TUC Race Relations 
Committee to have an oversight role for 
a five-year period following the end of 
the work of the Task Force. 

Working with black activists who 
operate outside the trade union 
movement was also cited as a way 
to understand how to recruit more 
black members. Trying to unionise in 
the many outsourced workplaces in 
the private sector was another issue 
that needs to be addressed in the 
zero-hours economy. 

Trade unionists attending the 
LESETUC Race Relations Committee 
noted that, although the work of the 
ARTF was important, its main aim 
was to address systemic racism in the 
workplace and recognised that much 
other work to address race inequalities 
needs to be done, alongside that of the 
Task Force. 

Delegates to the TUC Black Workers 
Conference in March 2022 will no 
doubt be scrutinising, debating and 
contributing to the work of the Task 
Force. The ARTF report to TUC 
Congress 2022 will be highly anticipated 
and will mark the culmination of it work. 
The end of the ARTF, however, will also 
mark the beginning of an era to end the 
race pay gap, and to ensure the trade 
union workforce and leadership reflect 
their membership and that racism in the 
workplace becomes a thing of the past. @ 
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Fighting for Anti-Racist Workplaces and Against the Racist Offensive 


We are the majority 


This year’s SUTR and TUC trade union conference discussed solidarity with refugees, 
how to raise the profile of trade unions and fighting racism. Participants emphasised the 
power of unions to achieve change globally and at home. Cathy Pound listened in 


s the Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson persisted 

in refusing to answer 

questions about No 10 

parties and his own 
actions and inactions during the 
pandemic, trade unionists met online 
for the annual Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and TUC Trade Union 
Conference. Its focus was to ‘Fight for 
anti-racist workplaces’, in addition to 
tackling Johnson and Home Secretary 
Priti Patel’s ‘racist offensive’, as the 
Borders Bill and the Police Bill progress 
to becoming legislation. 

Over 1,000 trade unionists were in 
attendance. Having the event online 
meant that not only did speakers 
come from around the world, but also 
that delegates from across the world, 
including the USA, France, South Africa 
and Canada, could join and share their 
experiences of countering the far right 
and anti-vaxxers, and the fights in 
their workplaces. 


Pandemic racism 

The opening plenary was chaired by Wilf 
Sullivan, TUC Race Equality Officer, who 
outlined what we have achieved one year 
on. Many questions remain unanswered 
by the government, such as the handling 
of the pandemic and its ongoing attempts 
to deny the institutional and structural 
racism in our society that Covid-19 has so 
starkly exposed. 

National Education Union (NEU) 
General Secretary Kevin Courtney 
stressed the importance of bringing 
people into the union as the pandemic 
continued, as workers could see that the 
unions had been the ones speaking out 
about the lack of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and insisting on safe 
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working environments for their members 
at this time. 

He felt optimism that young people are 
being brought up to be anti-racist, but 
that trade unions themselves had a long 
way to go to reflect the workforce they 
represented. As an ‘older, white bloke’, he 
said the pool from which the leadership 
of the trade union movement is drawn 
needs to be more diverse and the barriers 
to people joining and becoming active 
in unions needed to be identified. For 
example, are branch meetings open and 
inclusive, or do some feel like a ‘boy’s 
club’ where everyone knows each others? 

Kevin recalled the photographs of 
the first health workers who had died 
from Covid-19. These were ‘black and 
brown faces, which told us about how 
society is organised’, but also that these 
deaths were not the result of ‘genetics 
but of socio-economics’. He said that 
to mark UN International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(21 March), commemorated on 19-20 
March this year, the NEU will be taking 
a banner demanding that Covid-19 
vaccination is made available to the 


Wilf Sullivan, 
attending the 
SUTR Day Against 
Racism on 19 
March: We 

cannot take for 
granted that union 
members are ‘on 
board’ with anti- 
racist strategies 
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global south in the way that the global 
north has pledged to do. 

Unison General Secretary Christina 
McAnea reiterated her disgust that 
black workers have been blamed for 
contracting and dying from Covid-19, 
when it was clear that public-facing 
workplaces, whose workforce included a 
higher percentage of black and minorities 
ethnic staff meant that more BAME 
workers were on the front line, often with 
inadequate protection. 

The fact that black men were four 
times more likely to die from Covid-19 
was shameful and has to be addressed 
after the pandemic. Christina noted that 
healthcare research showed that the 
experience of day-to-day racism also 
impacts on physical health. She noted the 
complete ‘ moral vacuum’ in government 
and said that trade unions must lead the 
fight for workers post pandemic. She 
urged trade unions to use Section 1 of the 
Equality Act (which states a public sector 
legal duty in relation to ‘socio-economic 
inequalities’ in pushing forward) to 
address the race pay gap. 


Workers’ rights 

Patrick Roach, NASUWT General 
Secretary, who is Chair of the TUC 
Anti-Racism Task Force, reiterated what 
the unions had been able to achieve for 
working people during the pandemic. 
They focused on health and safety, to try 
to make workplaces as safe as possible, 
working behind the scenes to push for 
the furlough scheme (which, in the 
public mind, was initiated by Chancellor 
Rishi Sunak). 

The situation in terms of workers’ 
rights, however, under this government 
continues to be dire, with little sign that 
it will end zero-hours contracts, fire and 
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rehire legislation or adequately address 
the impact of fuel prices for the poorest. 
He said the TUC will continue to press 
for an inquiry into the handling of 
the pandemic. 

The denial of institutional racism 
in the 2021 Commission on Race and 
Ethnic Disparities report (https:// 
tinyurl.com/mryx4z43), known as the 
Sewell report, could not have been more 
disappointing and, has been stated 
many times, the fact that it does not 
acknowledge the existence of racism does 
not make it so. The facts and statistics 
continue to show otherwise; he noted 
that black communities were over- 
policed and disproportionately fined 
for ‘violations’ of Covid restrictions, in 
addition to enduring the greatest number 
of deaths. 


Across the UK 

Scotland has never been immune to 
racism, said Roz Foyer, of the Scottish 
TUC. She stressed that the trade union 
movement had always been at the 
forefront of fighting racism, citing the 
first anti-racist march and rally in 1988 
organised to counter a demonstration by 
the British National Party (BNP) which 
was planning to march on St Andrew’s 
Day in Glasgow. The STUC had been 
approached by the Scottish Asian Action 
Committee to hold a specifically anti- 
racist event in November 1988, an event 
that has continued to this day. 

She also spoke of the ‘Battle of 
Kenmuir Street’ in May 2021, when 
locals blockaded an immigration 
vehicle holding two of their neighbours. 
They refused to let it leave, resulting 
hours later in their release. This 
demonstrated, Roz said, the alternative 
to hatred and division was solidarity. 
She acknowledged, as did every union 
speaker, that more needed to be done 
within trade unions to widen diversity. 

Wales TUC General Secretary 
Savannah Taj spoke of her concerns 
about the removal of the right to asylum 
under the Borders Bill, which is a breach 
of international law. She spoke of being 
invited by refugees living in Pennally 
barracks to see for herself the conditions 
they were living in. They had approached 
her to ask if they could form a union to 
help them act collectively to address their 
living conditions. 

The visit led to a concerted 
campaign, but this did not focus on 
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improving conditions (in what the 
government describes as “ emergency 
accommodation’). Instead, it centred on 
closing the centre. The campaign to close 
the camp was successful, although the 
Napier barracks in Kent continue to be 
used, and the government is preparing 
to use the nearby Ministry of Defence 
military base at Manston to ‘process’ 
asylum claims. 

Savannah noted the ongoing nature 
of our struggle when, in the period after 
the closure of Pennally, came the Borders 
Bill and the Sewell report. She made 
clear that the report could not undermine 
the data collated by trade unions over 
decades that unequivocally demonstrate 
societal inequity. 

Wales has been identified as having 
higher cost of living and lower wages 
compared to the rest of the UK. The 
Welsh TUC has identified areas for 
job creation, including 86,000 green 
jobs, which would contribute to the 
recovery of the economy, in contrast to 
what Savannah described as the ‘paltry 
handout’ from Sunak. She noted that the 
choice between ‘food or fuel’ is not a new 
phenomenon, with many living through 
in-work poverty, as wages have stagnated 
or fallen in real terms. 


Tackling racism at work 
Ricky Jones, of transport union TSSA, 
said he was honoured to be standing in 
for its general secretary Manuel Cortes. 
Brought up as a mixed heritage child 
by his white grandmother, he had seen 
the daily racism she endured, but he did 
not feel regret or anger at growing up 
in the 1970s. He knew that this is what 
gave him the strength to be a lifelong 
anti-racist. 

He recounted being invited by Wilf 
Sullivan to a black summer school for 
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union officers and recalled leaving with a 
clear sense of pride as a black man. Ricky 
wanted to pay tribute to Belly Mujinga, 

a TSSA member who lost her life after 
being spat on while working on Victoria 
Station in spring 2020. Ricky himself 
had been hospitalised over Christmas 
that year, which left him with long 
Covid, another legacy that is likely to be 
disproportionately experienced within 
the BAME community. 

Ricky made a powerful point that neo- 
nazis and racists are not only to be seen 
on counter-rallies — his members see 
them in the workplace. In the transport 
sector some of these individuals occupy 
senior positions and, said Ricky, they 
actively block black workers getting 
senior roles. 

There is a fight against redundancies 
across all the unions in the rail sector that 
goes back pre-pandemic, but it will now 
be the focus of the fight to save jobs and 
retain safety on trains. 

Juliana Ojinnaka, University and 
College Union (UCU) Chair of the 
Black Members Standing Committee, 
highlighted the under-representation of 
black workers in trade unions and the 
fact that there are fewer black people 
in senior roles. 

Within universities, black lecturers 
are more likely to be paid on an hourly 
rate, be on a zero-hours ‘contract’, and 
make up only 1% of professors. Juliana 
noted that some UCU members had 
worked in the same university for 10 
years but still had no permanent contract, 
making it impossible to make definite 
life plans or to take out a mortgage. 

She echoed what others had said about 
now being the time to step up and to 
increase union membership by showing 
our communities, as well as those in 

the workplace, what trade unions can 
achieve. Juliana said that, if the trade 
union movement were operating at the 
top of its game, the government ‘could 
not keep workers down’. Echoing the 
mantra that ‘there are many, many more 
of us than them’ in relation to the far 
right, it is clear that unity among workers 
was something the government and 
employers feared. 

lan Taylor, Communication Workers 
Union (CWU) North West Officer, 
spoke powerfully about the need to 
speak directly to members. He made 
it clear that there could be difficult 
conversations, but it was no good to 
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‘lecture’ people on what the CWU was 
doing to push an anti-racist agenda in 
the workplace and within the union. The 
union needed to lay out its aims and 
really listen to its workforce. 

He noted that unions may be hesitant 
to have these conversations for fear 
of discovering some of the attitudes 
among their members. Unions may 
need to ask themselves, ‘have we got 
our narrative right?’. We are aware of 
the rise of the ‘anti-woke brigade’, he 
said, which may extend to members. 

He stated that unions may feel that they 
are already talking to the members, but 
he was sure that having these difficult 
conversations would put the union in 

a stronger position to tackle racism in 
the workplace. Trade unions should 
and could become the vanguard of 

the anti-racist movement, not simply 
playing a supporting role to anti-racist 
organisations, however important such 
organisations have been to date. 

The trade unions, as others stated, 
comprise the only body that organises for 
the benefit of working people. Unions do 
need to be visible in our communities in 
order that people can see that their role is 
of benefit to both workers and the whole 
community. Ian noted that unions need 
to speak out clearly to emphasise that 
‘immigration does not drive down wages, 
[the] bosses do’ that. 

Wilf Sullivan thanked Ian for 
reminding us that we cannot take for 
granted that union members are ‘on 
board’ with anti-racist strategies and 
that, as trade unionists, it is right that we 
are the ones providing the ‘alternative 
narrative’ to the hostile environment 
fostered by the government and media. 


Community action 

A statement was read out from Sabby 
Dhalu, Joint SUTR Convenor, who was 
unwell and unable to speak in person. 
Sabby noted that the fact that the 
Lawrence family had turned to the TUC 
when they sought justice after Stephen 
Lawrence’s murder in 1993 indicated that 
the trade union movement is seen as the 
adjudicator of justice and fairness. 

Sabby noted that local trade unionists 
had assisted in mobilising against 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon (aka Tommy 
Robinson) in Telford on 29 January this 
year. Many noted that, although Johnson 
could be on the brink of going, we should 
be in no doubt that whoever replaces him 
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institutional racism 
does not fool 
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will continue to foster the same hostile 
environment and promote draconian 
legislation. 


Workshops 

There were six workshops, covering anti- 
racist workplaces; the Borders Bill; the 
legacy of empire and how decolonising 
the curriculum is progressing; the 
Police Bill; opposing the far right 
internationally; and migrant workers 
as part of the solution in fighting 

for better pay and conditions for all 
workers. Speakers and activists came 
from across the trade union movement, 
as well as grassroots movements and 
other organisations whose role involves 
addressing racism or supporting 
migrants, such as Care4Calais. 

The plenary session was chaired 
expertly by Kudsia Batool, TUC Head 
of Equalities and Strategies, who did so 
from the back of a car, observing that 
fighting racism does not neatly fit into a 
g to 5 schedule. The session focused on 
mobilising for the UN Anti-Racism Day 
on 19 March in London and Glasgow, 
and in Cardiff on 20 March as well, as 
in cities around the world. She said the 
‘blatant denial’ of institutional racism by 
the government did not fool anyone in 
the trade union movement. 

Research has found that BAME 
candidates have to complete 60% more 
applications just to be invited to interview 
than their white counterparts. Gloria 
Mills, Unison Head of Equalities, was 
first to speak in the session on anti- 
racist workplaces, reminding delegates 
that the UK was a signatory to the 
UN International Convention on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 
Gloria urged unions to fight for every job, 
against every redundancy and ensure that 
any redundancies that go ahead ‘comply 
with employment legislation’. 


Workload, she said, had become an 
issue for wellbeing and mental health, 
with people asked to take on the work 
of others, as employers run things ‘on 
the cheap’. She highlighted the two- 
tier workforce in the NHS, as in other 
workplaces, where in effect outsourcing 
sees ‘racial segregation’, with BAME 
workers channelled into insecure work 
with different pay and conditions. 

She noted that handouts, whether 
from a food bank or the Chancellor, are 
not the answer: what people need is the 
‘dignity of being paid a living wage for the 
work that they do’. Gloria urged everyone 
to take to the streets on 19 March. 

Harish Patel of Unite sent greetings 
from the union’s General Secretary, 
Sharon Graham, and reminded delegates 
that the golden rule in fighting fascism 
and racism was to be ‘always vigilant’ 
against losing the gains of the past, 
which, he said, we had done with anti- 
trade union legislation and worsening 
pay and conditions. He urged trade 
unions to renew efforts to fight austerity 
and step up to be the only way for 
working people to organise. 

Sarah Wooley, General Secretary 
of food workers union BAFWU, 
acknowledged that, as a white woman, 
she could never claim to know what 
experiencing racism was like, but 
BAFWU, as other unions, is trying to 
address representation in the union. 
The union is currently conducting a 
sexual harassment survey which will be 
followed with a survey on how members 
experience racism in the workplace and 
in the union. 

Lena Wangreen, of UCU Scotland, 
stated that she knew that many of 
the union’s 120,000 members and 
members that experienced racism at 
work. Students had also had to listen 
to lecturers defending colonialism: one 
lecturer, she said, had included ‘white 
supremacist’ rhetoric and had claimed 
this was quoting research. Lena stated 
that, although many universities made 
public statements in support of Black 
Lives Matter, in reality the union was 
‘fighting our employers on equality’. 


International action 

Claire Moseley, of Care4Calais, sent a 
video: as we were comfortably meeting 
on Zoom, she was in Calais supporting 
refugees. She reported that the situation 
in Calais and along the coast was dire: 
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the situation was inhumane, with the 
French government making it ‘illegal 

to give refugees food’. Claire spoke of 
Care4Calais pride at being involved in 
joint court action with Unison and the 
PCS to challenge the ‘pushback’ of boats, 
as breaking international law. 

Of those entering the UK, 98 % make 
an asylum claim, of which 70-80 % are 
successful. This makes it clear that the 
overwhelming majority of those making 
the journey to the UK are genuine 
asylum-seekers. Claire noted that there 
would be a pro-migrant contingent on 19 
March. 

Trevor Ngwane, South African anti- 
apartheid activist spoke of the history 
of apartheid, as well as the current 
rise in xenophobia. The South African 
government itself is currently calling for 
‘foreign workers’ (those not born in South 
Africa) to return to Zimbabwe and other 
neighbouring African nations within 
the year. 

Trevor spoke of the concerning 
electoral success of the Patriotic Alliance, 
which has formed patrols that visit shops 
and restaurants demanding to know if 
they have ‘foreign workers’. He referred 
back to a wave of xenophobic violence 
in townships in May 2008, which left 
62 people dead. These actions targeted 
refugees, whom people saw as causing 
crime and ‘stealing their jobs’. 

He was pleased, however, to report 
the beginning of an organised fightback 
against xenophobia following a Zoom call 
attended by over 100 people from trade 
unions, grass-roots and human rights 
organisations. One of the first steps is to 
organise actions on the UN Anti-Racism 
Day on 19 March. Trevor had been able 
to use the focus of the UN day to gather 
people online, with the aim of developing 
a proper campaign across South Africa 
with the clear message to ‘Say no to 
xenophobia’. 

Petros Constantinou, of Greek anti- 
racist, anti-fascist movement KEERFA, 
joined online from a demonstration in 
Greece to highlight the plight 19 refugees 
who froze to death on 2 February 2022 
just over the Turkish border, after they 
had had their clothes and shoes removed 
and ‘pushed back’ by the Greek Border 
Units over the border. 

The numbers of men, women and 
children dying during their journeys to 
seek asylum, Petros said, amounted to 
‘mass murder’. On 24 August 2021 it was 
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reported that five people had drowned 
when Turkish soldiers had thrown 45 of 
150 mainly Syrian refugees back into the 
river on the Greek-Turkish border. The 
refugees had been ‘pushed back’ by Greek 
border units. Petros said estimates were 
that at least 40,000 had been illegally 
‘pushed back’. 

Greek activists have been fighting 
against a proposed building to house 
5,000 refugees fleeing Afghanistan 
and have succeeded in stopping this. 
However, in Greece, similar proposals 
continue to be made, as in the UK with 
Patel’s plans for more detention centres 
as well as the offshore options despite the 
outcry against these. 

Delegates were delighted to hear from 
Elise Bryant, President of the Coalition 
of Labor and Union of Women, as well as 
the fairly newly formed US-wide United 
against Hate who, as usual, sung some of 
her messages. She had first started doing 
this when visiting steel mines, where the 
workers sung in their tea breaks. She 
said, we ‘sing to organise and we sing to 
survive’ as it sustains us in this ongoing, 
relentless struggle against racism. In the 
USA, rallies and marches will take place 
on 19 March. 

Public service union PCS General 
Secretary Mark Serwokta said his union 
would be mobilising for UN Anti-Racism 
Day on 19 March. He told delegates 
how proud he was he that PCS had been 
part of the ‘groundbreaking legal action’ 
in trying to establish that it is illegal to 
turn boats around in the Channel. Mark 
stated that PCS and Care4Calais had not 
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The golden rule in fighting fascism and racism was to be 
‘always vigilant’ against losing the gains of the past, which 
we had done with anti-trade union legislation 


managed to secure an injunction to stop 
boats being turned back, but that they 
had secured a court date to establish the 
legality of the UK doing so. 

Denis Godard, French anti-racist 
activist, spoke about how they had also 
used mobilisation for UN Anti-Racism 
day to bring 360 organisations together 
on the 18 December 2021 to begin a more 
co-ordinated approach to fighting the 
rise of the far right in mainstream French 
electoral politics. Denis noted that the 19 
March rallies would take place in the run- 
up to the critical first round of French 
presidential elections on 10 April 2022. 

Polls are showing that the left-wing 
candidates are unlikely to reach the 
second round leaving two right-wing 
populists and two effectively fascist 
candidates for the electorate to choose 
from. The situation in France should be a 
serious wake-up call for all of us that the 
far right can achieve electoral success at 
the highest levels. 


Dangerous times 

Weyman Bennett, SUTR co-convener, 
ended the day by urging delegates to 

go and do the work of building a mass 
turnout for the UN Day Against Racism 
to demonstrate that we are the majority, 
in an era when mainstream politics and 
media are moving further to the right. 

As many speakers had stressed, 
the fact that anti-fascists had been 
outnumbered by about 4:1 by far-right 
supporters of Tommy Robinson in 
Telford recently was a wake-up call 
for our movement — we all hada 
responsibility to make sure we are not 
outnumbered again. 

Weyman had been struck by a recent 
statement by Holocaust survivor Colette 
Levy — she said she felt we were in ‘as 
dangerous times’, as the pre-Second 
World war era, which had brought 
the Nazis to power, a statement made 
repeatedly by Searchlight editor, 

Gerry Gable. 

The 19 March UN Day against racism 
presents an opportunity to gather, take 
stock and gain strength from each other 
to step up to take action against racism 
locally, nationally and internationally. @ 
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A manto watch 


America First head man Nick Fuentes has set his sights on drawing Trump 
conservatives even further to the right, as Leonard Zeskind explains 


n 25 February the America 
First Political Action 
Conference (AFPAC) 
convened in Orlando, 
Florida — across town and 
at the same time as the Conservative 
Political Action Conference (CPAC). 
More than 1,000 self-described America 
Firsters attended its proceedings, 
according to its website, and they heard 
from elected officials as well as a raft of 
movement heavies. More than 10,000 
watched the event live online. This was 
the third conference for AFPAC, and 
it can be accurately described as the 
most deliberate attempt to mainstream 
white nationalism since the Council of 
Conservative Citizens absorbed the White 
Citizens’ Councils in the 1960s. 

CPAC has been organised by the once 
orthodox American Conservative Union 
since 1974 when Ronald Reagan gave its 
inaugural speech. In recent years, as the 
Institute for Research and Education on 
Human Rights has reported, it has drawn 
white nationalists to its ranks. But it has 
not fully embraced white nationalism. 

It has, instead, fully embraced former 
President Donald Trump as its standard 
bearer. While Trump gave the closing 
speech at CPAC, he was nowhere to be 
seen at AFPAC. 

AFPAC head man Nick Fuentes is 
an anti-Semite and white nationalist. 

Of course, Fuentes denies his true 
beliefs: ‘America First is a traditionalist, 
Christian, conservative, reformist, 
American Nationalist Movement.’ But 
his definition of the USA is as a ‘White _ 
[sic] nation from the 17th century until 
60 years ago’. It has been transformed 
by ‘a bastardized Jewish subversion of 
the American creed’. Elsewhere he says: 
‘So I think I call myself a nationalist, it’s 
almost implicit in that word that it’s well, 
you know America does have a heritage 
of being a European country.’ 

So Fuentes may believe that the USA 
is naturally a white country and does not 
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require a revolution to become white 
again, but he is no less a white nationalist 
than the rest of the movement. And, 
while he employs many of the basic 
anti-Semitic tropes about Jewish control 
of the media etc, his main argument 
— that Jews have used black people to 
transform America — is the same as 
David Duke’s or William Pierce’s. 
Fuentes declared his effort ‘the pre- 
eminent right-wing political movement 
in America today’. While on the stage, 
he asked for a round of applause for 
Russia, days after it invaded Ukraine. 
In response, the crowd chanted: ‘Putin, 
Putin.’ It was for a strong nationalist, 
even if Fuentes was not going to say it. 


Rearguard 

According to www. [REHR.org, Fuentes 
designed AFPAC ‘as a rearguard 

assault on CPAC’. So he not only held 

his conference at the same time and 

in the same city as CPAC, but he also 
pulled his speakers from the same list 

of far-right Republicans as CPAC. Of 
those who accepted this year, Georgia 
Congresswomen Marjorie Taylor Greene 
stood out. First elected in 2020, Greene 
is a confirmed believer in the anti-Semitic 


White spite 

Nick Fuentes 
(centre) at the 

6 January 2021 
assault on the 

US Capitol in . 
Washington, 
along with fellow 
white supremacist 
Jaden McNeil (left), 
showing the index 
finger sign, which 
is thought to ape 
Donald Trump's 
use of the single 
finger, purportedly 
to indicate white 
supremacy 


QAnon conspiracy theory. She lost 

her committee seat in the Republican 
hierarchy after making physical threats 
to Democrats, although she has been 
promised to have her seat restored if 
she is re-elected in 2024. She is prone 
to making outrageous statements and 
hostile actions. When asked about 
speaking at Fuentes’s white nationalist 
conference, she claimed not to know his 
actual politics. She then went to address 
the CPAC conference. 

Arizona State Senator Wendy 
Rogers sent greetings to the AFPACers, 
saying, ‘[I] wish to be with you’, and 
sent personal support for Fuentes, 
describing him as ‘the most persecuted 
man in America.’ She included a typical 
anti-Semitic dig at her opposition: “The 
media are a bunch of Soros assets for the 
New World Order. I support freedom, 
but there is no freedom when Soros and 
Rothschilds run your banking system.’ 
Her conclusion: ‘We need to build 
more gallows.’ 

Idaho Lt Governor Janice McGeachin 
sent a pre-recorded message. Arizona 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio spoke from the 
platform, but noticeably distanced 
himself from some of Fuentes’s politics. 

Fuentes attended the Charlottesville 
rally in 2017 and the American 
Renaissance conference in 2018. 

He counts Renaissancer and white 
supremacist Jared Taylor, who attended 
the conference but did not speak, as 

one of his teachers in Orlando. Fuentes 
could simply take his place among the 
pantheon of the USA’s white nationalist 
leaders. But through all his development 
and iterations, it has been his goal to 
push Trump conservatives into the white 
nationalist breach. If he succeeds, he will 
truly be one of the most dangerous men 
in the country. @ 


Leonard Zeskind is president of the Institute 
for Research and Education on Human 


Rights. See www. irehr.org 


Spring 2022 


